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Preface

We human beings share certain desires. Among them is our desire to live life purposefully, in
peace, happily, to its fullest, while gaining the love and acceptance of others. Along the way, in
order to reach our goals, we make many decisions. Christians, in particular, want those decisions
to be in line with God’s will and to come with His blessing. God’s Holy Scriptures are written in
order to direct us in this endeavor, this holy quest. What we seek is a biblical wisdom: an ability
to make the right decisions, according to God’s precepts, in order to live life successfully by His
standards.
Sadly, many of us have a skewed opinion of ourselves that hinders God from leading us
to wisdom. This shouldn’t surprise anyone. We were born into a sinful world, were raised by
sinners, and have been influenced by sinners all of our lives. We are by nature sinners, and to
think otherwise is to be self-deceived (I John 1:8). Yet, many of us cling to false views of who
we are. Some of us have such a lofty opinion of ourselves that we can justify anything we do.
And others of us have such a low opinion of ourselves that we become our harshest critics. We
tell ourselves that we are worthless, failures, stupid fools, and when our attitude is sufficiently
rotten, when our self-esteem is so low that we want to hurt and be hurt, we proceed to prove that
our opinion of ourselves has been correct all along. We do something foolish and suffer for it.
The gaining of wisdom is a lifelong journey, and along the way there are plenty of pitfalls
and obstacles. This might be more bearable to us if every roadblock were set by others or even
our enemy Satan, but such is not the case. The truth is that, most often, we are the diggers of pits
and the builders of obstacles for ourselves. To be wise or to be foolish is foremost our choice.
We cannot play the blame game and get away with it. Neither our past, nor our present
situations, remove the responsibility to act wisely now.
I pray that we will use this book as it is intended: as a topical guide for study in the
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Scriptures. Do not assume the writings of the author to be truth, but examine the Scriptures and
see if it is so. To this end, study the book with a Bible present so that you can look up the 406
separate referenced passages as they are given. A writing tablet and a writing instrument are also
indispensable tools. The entire premise of this book is that Wisdom is discovered and made
known in the Word of God, so approach it with a teachable attitude.
This treatise is also intended as a workbook that encourages self-examination. You will
find questions to consider for each chapter in Appendix A of the book. Ask these questions of
yourself and then listen carefully. The louder voice will probably be your own thoughts coming
back at you, while the still, small voice (the voice which may say things that hurt) will probably
be that of the Holy Spirit. Attune your ears to the Holy Spirit. He is the One who will lead you
into all truth and make you wise.

6

People have the distinction of being the only creatures on earth with freedom of will. Unlike animals and
plants, we can reason. We are neither driven entirely by instinct nor merely by external stimuli. We have
spiritual and moral components that set us apart. While the popular belief is that mankind evolved by
chance through an infinite number of interrelated accidents over a period of billions of years, the author of
this book stands firm in the belief that our abilities to think independently, to understand and manipulate
symbols, to add up information, rationalize, and make academic and moral decisions are not an accident
of nature. We are a special creation by the omnipotent God.
It is my contention that the biblical account of creation recorded in Genesis 1 and 2 is to be taken
literally and that the “Theory of Evolution” is the product of gross misinterpretations of scientific facts
and man’s continuing rebellion against the authority of God. Sadly, most people do little more than give
cursory thought to the question of our existence, and rarely is Intelligent Design given fair consideration.
The world offers attractive packages and markets them well. Today the Theory of Evolution is
represented as scientific fact by the media, by our public school systems, and even by many of our
churches. I fear that the world, and especially our children, are being short-changed on the information
needed to make a rational choice regarding this supremely important matter, but thank God that there is
an increasing number of knowledgeable Christians and Christian organizations defending Intelligent
Design on a scientific level! The Creation Research Institute, for example is one such organization that is
dedicated to the task of making the scientific evidence of creation known.
By now you may be asking yourself, “So what’s the big deal anyway? And what does Creation
have to do with wisdom?” My friend, the Creation is a foundation. Every area of life, every decision we
make, everything we say, believe and do is potentially affected by our acceptance or rejection of the
Creation. Let me explain. If one believes in the creation of man, one must necessarily believe in a Creator.
If one believes in a Creator, one must necessarily recognize accountability to the Creator. Every decision
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one then makes is subject to the will of the Creator. Since God has made His expressed will known to us
in Scripture, we are accountable to live according to His will. Do you see how a belief in creation is a
foundation for moral and spiritual truth? Creation makes us responsible to God and to our fellow man.
The structure of society, whether or not society accepts the fact, is built upon the foundation that we are
created beings. Intelligent Design even dictates that we have a purpose in living. Mankind was created to
rule over the earth (Gen. 1:26), to bring glory to God (Isa. 43:7), and to be glorified in fellowship with
Him (Acts 17:24-28).
Compare this foundation to that of Evolution. From the belief that we evolved comes the idea that
there is no God, that we are accountable to no divine moral code, that we can set our own standards and
do our own thing. All the vain philosophies of man are built upon this foundation: Secular Humanism,
Communism, Stoicism, Liberalism, Existentialism, and a variety of other “isms”, schisms, and spasms.
Ultimately, evolutionary thinking leaves man without purpose for living. Our existence would consist of
being born to live awhile, reproduce, and die—no different than an amoeba. Is there any wonder that there
are so many unhappy, unfulfilled people in this world?
Adam and Eve were fashioned by the hand of God. They were created in God’s likeness (James
3:9). They were created in God’s image (Gen. 1:26) with a free will and an eternal soul/spirit. God did not
create them as pets but as companions to commune with Him, to share in His glory (2 Cor. 3:18). If He
had wanted pets, He certainly would not have put something as dangerous as the Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil in the Garden. Would you leave a poison in Rover’s food dish? Of course not, because
he’d probably gulp it down without thinking.
The difference, of course, is that Adam and Eve could choose for themselves, though they were
created in a state of innocence. That means that they were totally dependent upon God because they didn’t
know the difference between right and wrong. They didn’t make moral judgments for themselves and
didn’t have to: all they had to do was obey. They were not dependent upon their own wisdom but upon
the wisdom of God.
Wisdom is vital. God knows it, man knows it, and Satan knows it. That is why Satan used
wisdom as a lure to trap mankind in sin. Let’s look at the account of the fall of mankind:
“You will not surely die.” the serpent said to the woman. “For God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil.” When the woman saw that the fruit of
the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable
for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to
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her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of
them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed
fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. (Gen. 3:4-7,
NIV, ital. added)
If only Adam and Eve had remained obedient, I’m convinced that in time God would have
revealed everything to them on His terms, but instead they circumvented God’s wisdom to establish a
wisdom of their own. They unwittingly joined forces with Satan in his rebellion against God. Their
knowledge of good and evil put Adam and Eve (and all of mankind) into a fallen world, outside of the
perfection and glory of God. Sin and death entered God’s creation, and they have been passed down from
generation to generation with the same consequence upon everyone. “For all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).
God wants us to love and serve Him willingly, trustingly, by our own choice, but we are locked
into a world system controlled by Satan, while our own nature is in rebellion against God.
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death
brought sin, and in this way death came to all men because all sinned.
(Rom. 5:12)
The tragedy is a reality, yet all is not lost. God has provided a way of reconciliation, because of
His great love for us, so that we could once again have a right relationship with the Creator we were made
to glorify.
For if by the trespass of the one man death reigned through that one
man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision
of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one
man Jesus Christ. (v. 17)
You see, we still have a choice. We can choose to be obedient to sin or to be obedient to God; to
be sin’s slave or God’s servant. God’s salvation does not come by quantity of knowledge, nor by human
wisdom, but by faith. We come back to God’s original design, total dependence upon His wisdom.
What should we do then? Is all wisdom that we can attain in this world to be regarded as
valueless, something to be avoided? Not at all; God has given us the ability to think, and because we now
possess the knowledge of good and evil, He expects us to make wise judgments in subjection to His will.
But we need to be discerning and recognize the limitations of human wisdom. Knowing that man’s
wisdom is insufficient, we should seek God’s wisdom all the more fervently. Let the quest begin on this
day, at this moment. Dedicate yourself to the quest, and God will reveal His Wisdom in wonderful ways.
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God’s wisdom is that which He desires to reveal to us, in us, and through us, for His glory and
our benefit.
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“Defer not till tomorrow to be wise. Tomorrow’s sun to thee may never rise.”

Wisdom Defined
You may have heard that wisdom is the proper use of knowledge. At least that is the simplistic definition
I remember learning in school. It’s an accurate description but incomplete. To rightly describe all that
wisdom entails would take many more than these few words. This book will certainly not exhaust the
subject, and, even if that were possible, we still wouldn’t be able to intellectually comprehend the full
depth of wisdom or manufacture its qualities to a reasonable facsimile.
Wisdom is an attribute of God. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Oh, the depth of the riches of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable His judgments, and His paths beyond tracing out!”
(Rom. 11:33). Since all wisdom belongs to God, and God is infinite in all ways, we can’t put wisdom in a
box and say, “Here it is.”
God endows wisdom upon people (Prov. 2:6). All wisdom comes from God, and none comes
from our own powers. We are created beings, with a soul and spirit. God has known us since before
creation. He formed us in our mothers’ wombs, and He made each of us unique, with different thought
patterns, differing emotions, aspirations, talents and interests. We were made to glorify our Father in
heaven, to walk with Him in our own unique relationship, and it pleased Him to make each of us unlike
anyone else. To some of us He gave large noses; others of us received little button noses. Some of us are
athletic; others of us trip over our own feet. To some of us He gave a high degree of intellect, a great
capacity to store and utilize knowledge; others among us are limited in this area. Yet, we are each able to
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be wise, for God is able to make us wise.
Generally speaking, our physical and intellectual abilities have nothing to do with wisdom.
History is replete with intelligent people who were fools. Again, “wisdom is the proper use of
knowledge,” not the amount. Funk and Wagnalls Standard Dictionary puts it as follows: “The power of
true and right discernment; conformity to the course of action dictated by such discernment.”

Two Kinds of Wisdom
Strictly for the purpose of discussion, we shall differentiate two kinds of wisdom: (A) Godly [spiritual]
wisdom; and (B) human wisdom [by reason and intellect]. In one respect, I hesitate to separate these two
because God provides both to man; thus both are God’s wisdom, though there is a distinction between the
two.
Spiritual wisdom is pure and remains so. God has made direct revelation of His expressed will for
man. Man cannot defile God’s wisdom; he can only substitute or ignore it. On the other hand, human
wisdom can be defiled because all creation, including man, is in a fallen state. Our flesh, Satan, and the
world can influence and manipulate human wisdom into being something evil, and, even if it doesn’t have
the appearance of evil, it is far from pure. Human wisdom is one product of the fall of mankind -- the
ability of man to judge for himself, independent of God. Prior to the fall, all wisdom was Spiritual
wisdom.
Here is another way to look at it. Spiritual wisdom is objective. The objective is on God’s part to
restore man to Himself in perfect fellowship, while human wisdom is subjective, according to the
principles of the world. Spiritual wisdom is subject to no created thing, but human wisdom can be
transformed into spiritual wisdom, if it is brought under complete subjection to God.
Human wisdom is not evil in itself. In fact, it can be a good thing. Remember that God has
provided us with the power to reason and choose. He provides knowledge and light. Everyone, with the
possible exception of certain individuals who are senile, severely mentally handicapped, or insane,
possesses a measure of this kind of wisdom. Even babies learn very quickly that if they cry loudly and
often enough they will be fed or have their diapers changed. This “seed” of wisdom develops with the
passage of time, until the child is able to reason things out. We recognize the most apparent

12

manifestations of this growing wisdom gift by the words “common sense.”
Everyone has some degree of common sense; although, we all know somebody we’ve had
occasion to wonder about. Certainly, you and I have never done anything so foolish as running out of
gasoline on the road because we thought we could stretch an empty tank to our destination; nor have any
of us eaten so much at a party that we made ourselves sick; and who among us has ever insensitively said
something stupid that hurt somebody we love? We have too much sense for that, right?
Everything God gives us is good. Without common sense we wouldn’t survive long in this
constantly changing, complex world, but this gift from God is given that we might honor Him, not
ourselves. Unfortunately, this kind of human wisdom is easily distorted and defiled, because it gives man
the ability to be his own moral agent. Praise God that He hasn’t left us with just human wisdom! He has
also provided spiritual wisdom that we might live in the spiritual realm.
When we were too young to think for ourselves, our parents cared for us and instructed us. They
helped instill common sense into us, even if we didn’t want it or appreciate it. In the same way, God
instills and develops a certain amount of spiritual sense in us, whether we want it or not. He gives us just
enough to pique our interests and appeal to our hearts so that we might seek Him. His desire is that none
should perish, but He won’t force salvation down our throats. He wants us to choose Him.
God has placed a degree of spiritual wisdom into everyone’s heart. Ecclesiastes 3:11 tells us, “. . .
He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning
to end.” We shall call this a “seed” of spiritual wisdom, because it is incomplete in itself. Man has eternity
in his heart. That means that there is a desire in him to find the purpose, the source, and the outcome of
his existence. It is in man to seek something to worship, yet, as the Scripture says, he cannot fathom in his
finite mind all that God has done from the beginning, where it will end, and what it means. As a result,
man worships gods of his own creation that he can understand.
We may continue to walk in darkness. We may prefer to remain ignorant of God’s eternal
purpose rather than to seek the truth, but we can’t blame Him for that lack of interest. Eternity is already
in our hearts. That’s why man is always seeking. Religion, in any form, is man’s seeking of eternal
reward--to be with God or to be god.
We may occasionally run across a philosophy that seems to contradict this truth, but even an
atheist or a nihilist, when face to face with death, starts hoping there is some ultimate purpose in life. Man
has eternity in his heart. He can’t escape it. He’s driven to worship someone or some thing. He remains
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empty inside until he finds what he’s seeking. The religious worship their gods and rituals; the humanists
worship themselves; materialists worship possessions; and communists worship Communism.
Some will no doubt argue that all roads lead to heaven, that the most important thing is that we be
a “seeker”, and that it doesn’t matter what we worship. They will argue that judgment will not be passed
upon someone who was sincere, but, in truth, the consequences of misguided sincerity are horrific. Man is
without excuse for worshipping anything except the Creator. We have evidence in plain sight that reveals
the nature of God. We need only look around us to see His handiwork. If men reject the true God, that’s
not His fault. It’s the rebelliousness of eyes that refuse to see. Romans 1:20 is an indictment against all
those who reject the true God:
For since the creation of the world, God’s invisible qualities--His eternal
power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood
from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. [ital. added]
The wise man will accept the evidence God has given him, and he will seek God with all his
heart, but “the fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God’” (Ps. 14:1).

Counterfeit Wisdom
The world we live in is filled with counterfeits and copies. We can buy false teeth, imitation ice cream,
disposable razors, photocopies, sugar substitute, and a host of other such items, but when we speak about
wisdom we aren’t talking about something we can purchase over the counter or grasp in our hands.
Genuine wisdom can’t be manufactured any more than true love can be manufactured. All wisdom is
God’s wisdom, or it is no wisdom at all.
Satan’s brand of wisdom makes a poor counterfeit; it is no wisdom at all. It doesn’t matter that it
looks good and sounds true; it is no wisdom at all. Nevertheless, Scripture gives it a name so that we
might at least identify it. 1 Corinthians 1:19 calls it “the wisdom of the world,” and its chief architect is
none other than the Devil.
Spiritual wisdom remains pure; there is nothing Satan can do to defile the precepts and truths that
God has established. He can only create his own counterfeit brands of spiritual wisdom by reminding man
that he can judge for himself. “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death”
(Prov. 16:25). Satan may even initiate false revelations. The popular cultic beliefs are often built on the
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foundation of satanically inspired revelation.
We are so easily duped by others, and we so easily deceive ourselves! I say again, as I have stated
before and will continue to state throughout this book: the only sure wisdom we have comes by total
submission to God and His Word. Not all wisdom is Wisdom. Only that which is given by the wise and
holy God is wisdom. The contrivances of Satan and man are foolish indeed.
God has given us the knowledge to seek Him. We have been given common sense, evidence of
the eternal qualities of God, and a spirit that is empty and longing for an eternity in His presence.
Wouldn’t it be wise to seek Him? “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the
door will be opened to you.”
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“Who endowed the heart with wisdom, or gave understanding to the mind?”
(Job 38:36)

A wise man does not go to the desert to hunt for clams. He goes to the ocean, but just because he has gone
to the right place, doesn’t guarantee he’ll have a clambake. He has to take a bucket and a shovel and do
some digging. In the same way, we can’t just recognize that God is the source of wisdom, although that’s
much better than searching in a spiritual desert, and expect to instantly be wise. We have to get our tools
together, do some digging, and let God reveal.
First, let’s get to know the source of wisdom. Our God is a triune God, three persons who are
inseparably One. It’s not an easy concept to understand. We really have nothing to clearly compare Him
to, but we know by His Word that He is Father, Son and Spirit--the Trinity.
One explanation compares God to an equilateral triangle with each side representing a member of
the Trinity. Each member is equal, and if any side did not exist, you would not have God. He would cease
to be a triangle.
I’ve also heard Him explained as being like an ice cube on a hotplate: The solid ice being the
Father; the water as the Son; and the steam as the Spirit. Three forms, yet all H2O. But it’s ludicrous to
try and put God in a box; He just won’t fit. You can’t describe Him in terms of geometry or chemistry or
anything else on earth. God is God. “I AM who I AM,” to quote the Almighty (Exod. 3:14).
We serve a triune God and each member of the Trinity has a specific function, even in relation to
wisdom.
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God the Father
When we pray, we pray in the Spirit, through the Son, and to the Father. Over and over again in Scripture,
we see that God the Father is the administrator. Jesus Christ, though He was the “fullness of the Godhead
bodily,” remained in complete submission to the Father. Listen to His words:
“By myself I can do nothing: I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is
just, for I seek not to please myself but Him who sent me.” (John 5:30)
And again:
“For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will
of Him who sent me.” (John. 6:38)
It is the Father who has all authority, and He has turned that authority over to the Son. We pray to the
Father, just as Jesus prayed to the Father, who hears our pleas and grants our requests.
God wants us to come to Him. He wants us to understand His will and know Him in a deeply
personal way. The Apostle Paul recognized the importance of asking spiritual wisdom from the Father,
for only God can reveal Himself. He prayed earnestly throughout His ministry for those who had been
reached by the gospel of Christ:
I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father,
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
Him better. (Eph. 1:17)
“That you may know Him better.” Such should be the desire of our hearts. Show me a Christian who
thinks he knows enough about God, and I’ll show you a relationship built on quicksand. How can any
relationship grow without a constant flow of information and the expression of hopes, needs and wants? If
there’s any failure to communicate, the relationship sinks.
God wants to reveal Himself, and He holds up to His part in our love relationship. He constantly
expresses Himself through His Word, His Spirit, and His children. All we need do is open our eyes and
seek Him. The trouble is, as I mentioned earlier, that we live in a society that encourages disposability.
We’ve been brainwashed into using up and throwing away everything, including our relationships.
Five decades ago, a man and woman living together out of wedlock would have been severely
criticized, but today it is not only accepted, in many ways it is applauded. Many people today have the
attitude that says, “Why make ties to the future? Why bind yourself to a lasting commitment? When the
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conversation runs dry, when the sex grows a little stale, it’s more convenient to go shopping for a new
mate.” Many of our marriages start out with the same philosophy. A prenuptial agreement, as they are
called, is nothing more than a contract on how to settle the divorce when it occurs. “When the going gets
tough, the tough get divorced.” But don’t let me mislead you. This attitude is not isolated to today’s
generation. I’m reminded of a story I once heard regarding a married couple who had been together for a
great many years. They had built a home, raised their children, and had done everything a married couple
should do, except talk. One morning in their bed, he woke up to his wife’s nudge. She asked, “Who are
you, and what are you doing in my bed?” I don’t believe this is an isolated incident. We’ve lost sight of
the meaning of devotion, love and marriage.
Imagine the lasting devotion that Adam and Eve must have had for each other. Adam lived to be
930 years old, and I’m sure Eve also lived to a ripe old age. They must have known each other very well.
Oh, I’m sure they had their share of arguments, but the idea of divorce or annulment would have been
laughable to them.
Our relationship with God is an eternal one. If we know Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, it
will never grow stale or boring. Throughout eternity we will know Him as we are known, but He wants to
start revealing Himself now. He wants to give us spiritual wisdom that we might know His will on earth
and walk in obedience.
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped
praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. And we pray this in
order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please Him in
every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge
of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious
might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully
giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us
from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the
Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
(Col. 1:9-14, ital. added)

God the Son
Jesus Christ is our wisdom.
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It is because of Him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for
us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and
redemption. (1 Cor. 1:30)
Have you ever wondered how it is that the nation of Israel, the chosen people of God, could have
been so blind to the fact that Jesus Christ was the promised Messiah? After all, the Jews had had the
completed Tanach, what we call the Old Testament, for quite some time. The prophets had given much
information regarding Messiah’s arrival, ministry, and nature. Even the three Magi, who came from the
East to worship the Christ child, knew when to expect the birth of the Messiah--no doubt based upon what
they had learned from Daniel’s prophetic writings. John the Baptist fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah 40:3-5
by announcing Messiah’s arrival. Hadn’t the Jews read Isaiah 53 or the prophetic Psalms, or Daniel, or
Micah 5:1-5? Couldn’t they see the symbolism of the Passover, or of the ark of Noah, or of the
tabernacle? As incredible as it may seem, the answer is “no.” They could not see. These people who had
had more direct revelation from God than anyone in the world missed the truth because they were
spiritually blind. They thought they knew what wisdom was, but when He dwelt amongst them in the
form of man, they didn’t recognize Him. This was the fulfillment of God’s words in Isaiah 29:14, “the
wisdom of the wise will perish; the intelligence of the intelligent will vanish.”
God’s ways are not our ways. He resists the proud and gives grace to the humble. Man condemns
himself the moment he starts thinking he is wise and has the answers in himself. He takes his eyes off of
God when he does this.
The Jews had completely lost sight of what God had told them. The religious leaders had taken
the Law and the Prophets, which had been established on a foundation of love, and replaced the truth with
conjecture and tradition. What a heavy, senseless burden they had put on the people! No wonder Jesus
wept over Jerusalem. No wonder He had compassion on the people and heaped woes on the religious
hypocrites who had sold them into bondage. Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6).
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light.” (Matt. 11:28-30)
Jesus wanted the people to realize that He was the promise; that He was the answer. God’s
wisdom was for them to do the will of the Father, and the Father’s will was that they should believe on
the Son and be saved (John 6:40). But they couldn’t accept this because they were blind. He came to his
own, and his own would not receive Him (1:11). Instead, in all their earthly wisdom and piety, they nailed
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their Messiah to a cross and shed the blood of their hope and salvation. As he bore the sin of the world,
the chief priests and teachers mocked him (Matt. 27:39-44):
“He saved others but he cannot save himself! He’s the King of Israel!
Let him come down from the cross and we will believe in him.” (v. 42)
The passersby also hurled insults up at him:
“You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days,
save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!”
(v. 40)
But Jesus did not come down. It was for this purpose that he had come into the world; to bear the penalty
for our sins and to conquer death by his resurrection from the grave, so that all who believe in him might
live. “Oh grave, where is your victory? Death, where is your sting?”
Jesus Christ remains a mystery to most people even to this day. They still cannot see, because
God has hidden the kingdom from the “wise” and revealed it to little children.
Some time ago, I had a long conversation with a friend. She and I talked for nearly two hours on
the fulfillment of prophecy and God’s eternal plan for salvation, but at the end of that time she was no
closer to an acceptance of Jesus as savior than she was at the beginning. In her mind, there were too many
sociological and philosophical questions to be answered. She never outright said it, but my impression
was that she felt Christians were naïve. Christianity does seem naïve to the world, but looking from the
inside out, I can see the simple answers to life’s most complex problems. How is this possible? Jesus is
my wisdom.
My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love,
so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in
order that they may know the mystery of God, namely Christ, in whom
are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
(Col. 2:2-3,
ital. added)

God, the Holy Spirit
The Spirit is God in action. I do not mean by this that He is merely God’s power or force, for the Holy
Spirit is as much a personality as the Father and the Son, but that we see the Spirit in action every time
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God does something. We’re introduced to Him in the first verse of the Bible, hovering over the waters of
the earth, already in action, fulfilling his part in the Creation. He shut the door on the ark of Noah. He
confused the language at the Tower of Babel. He fell upon the prophets to give them utterance and work
miracles. It was the Holy Spirit that came upon Mary so that she conceived the Son of God, and it is this
same Spirit who enters our hearts when we accept Jesus as the Lord and Savior of our lives.
Jesus is our wisdom. The Spirit is the person of the Trinity who “activates” the Wisdom in us.
How does He do this? One way, perhaps the greatest, is by giving us the words of God. The Holy Spirit
was the inspiration behind the Scriptures. He authored them through the hands of godly men:
Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came
about by the prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy never had its
origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:20-21)
The Apostle Peter became well-acquainted with the prompting of the Spirit. On the day of
Pentecost, filled with the Holy Spirit, he stood before an astonished crowd and delivered one of the most
powerful proclamations of Christ ever preached (Acts 2). That day, three thousand people accepted the
message and were baptized. This was the same man who only seven weeks earlier, on the morning of
Jesus’ trial and crucifixion, had thrice denied knowing his master. But at Pentecost he did not speak the
words of a coward, he spoke words that “cut to the heart” (v. 37). This was not just Peter speaking; it was
the Spirit of the living God, just as Jesus had promised, “At that time you will be given what to say, for it
will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of the Father speaking through you” (Matt. 10:19-20).
Paul the Apostle also recognized where Scripture originated. The Greek work theopneustos, used
in 2 Timothy 3:17, is best translated “God breathed-out.” Paul says that all Scripture is inspired, literally
breathed-out by the Holy Spirit. How wonderful that we can read the very words of God! And since they
come from above, we know that they are infallible (incapable of error) and authoritative (worthy to be
submitted to).
The Holy Spirit is certainly the most active member of the Trinity when it comes to the salvation
and daily walk of a Christian. Let’s look briefly at eight areas in which the Spirit does His work:
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1.

Regeneration (Titus 3:5; 2 Cor. 5:17)

To gain eternal life, one must be regenerated. This is when the Holy Spirit takes our spirit, which is dead
in sin, and makes it alive in Christ, literally born again in Christ. The third chapter of John’s Gospel tells
us of a late night meeting between Jesus and a man named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling
counsel. To this seeker of truth, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless
he is born again” (John 3:3). This is the regeneration spoken of in Titus 3:5. It’s a renewal, “Born of the
Spirit” (John 3:8), “Not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible” (1 Peter 1:23), through the Word of
God, making us new creations (2 Cor. 5:17).

2.

Baptism

Baptism places believers into the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, and thus, we are joined with
every believer who has been baptized by the Spirit into Jesus Christ. This is not the ordinance of water
baptism, which man performs, but of spiritual baptism, which the Spirit performs. As I understand
Scripture, it is not an act that is done for a particular denomination or for those who ask for it at some
later date. It is for everyone who believes in Jesus for eternal life. I realize that there is much
disagreement on this issue within the Church, and it is not my intention to stir up strife. Rather, I hope
that we can at least agree upon the fact that all Christians are baptized in some way by the Holy Spirit,
and that this is a necessary part of our salvation. Paul made an inclusive statement to all the Corinthian
believers, even though the Corinthian Christians had sin issues.
“For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or
Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

No Christian walks the pilgrim way alone. We are united by the Spirit into that one corporate
body, the Church.

3.

Conviction
“Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will
send him to you. When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in
regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: In regard to sin,

22

because men do not believe in me; In regard to righteousness, because
I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard
to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.”

No man can come to God unless the Spirit draws him. In order for man to come to repentance, he
must be convicted of his sin and the reality of Christ. This is the first of the three kinds of conviction
mentioned in the above verses; “In regard to sin.”
The second kind is “in regard to righteousness.” The Spirit convicts the world not only of what is
wrong, but also of what is right. The righteousness of Jesus Christ is confirmed by the Spirit and,
therefore, all mankind is convicted to do what is right. If the unbeliever does not heed the conviction to do
what is right by accepting Christ, he stands condemned. Though this passage relates to the world, the
Spirit also convicts the conscience of Christians in regard to righteousness so that we might see what
we’ve done, ask forgiveness, be forgiven, and return to the paths of righteousness in Christ, thus healing
our strained relationship.
The third kind of conviction pertains to those who have rejected Christ Jesus. Someday, they will
stand before the judgment seat of Christ, and the Holy Spirit will be there as a witness and prosecutor.
The unsaved will have no defense when the Spirit reveals every opportunity for salvation that was
rejected and every revelation of truth that was ignored. If powerful Satan stands condemned, how could
anyone suppose that they will escape God’s judgment?

4.

Sanctification

The actual meaning of this word in the Greek is “to set apart.” God, by the Spirit, sets Christians apart
from the world as objects of holy service. Listen to what Paul says about his service unto God:
To be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of
proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an
offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
We are positionally sanctified at our rebirth, but it‘s also a progressive work of the Holy Spirit.
He wants to slowly change us into the image of Jesus Christ, our Savior, until that moment when we are
glorified, made perfect like He is perfect. What a wonderful day that will be!
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5.

Assurance

Paul urged us to examine ourselves to see if we are in the faith (2 Cor. 13:5). This would have been a
foolish demand to make if there were no way to be assured. Christians get discouraged and dismayed just
like everyone else. There are times when we feel totally abandoned by God, as though He were a trillion
miles away from us, rather than being present in our hearts. There are times when we are disobedient;
when we sin and Satan points his finger to accuse us, “See, you aren’t a Christian! Your salvation is a
lie!” It’s then that we have to trust the promises of God in his Word and wait for the quiet ministrations
and assurance of the Spirit. “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children” (Rom.
8:16).

6.

Empowerment

The Spirit has power, and He makes that power available to us in order that we might accomplish God’s
purpose on earth. We are also empowered with spiritual gifts, that we might build the body of Christ.
When we are “filled with the Spirit,” it’s as though the switch has been flipped on a generator. The juice
starts flowing. We can see and sometimes feel its effect.
At other times, this power is far more subtle. The Spirit may strengthen us just enough to get
through our daily struggles, but that power is always there. It’s a resource that never runs dry.

7.

Intercession
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with
groans that words cannot express.
There seems to be a great deal of controversy over this particular function of the Spirit, mainly

because it has been tied so closely to the controversy over the spiritual gift of tongues. The Charismatics
point to this verse as proof that the gift of tongues is not only relevant to our Christian walk today, but
also that the language was not necessarily a known one, beliefs with which many conservative
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fundamentalists disagree.
Well, the controversy is going to have to rage on. I’ve heard arguments on both sides. To me, the
theological stance against modern-day tongues is the more solid, but who am I to deny the experience of
so many mature, loving, Spirit-filled fellow believers, who not only speak in tongues but prove their faith
by their fruit? One thing is certain, however: whether aloud, in utterances from our own lips, or in a quiet
spiritual dialogue between the Father and the Spirit which we cannot hear, the Holy Spirit does intercede
for us.
We have so many needs of which others are unaware! This verse in Romans says that we don’t
even know what we ought to pray. It is then that the Spirit steps in and presents our needs directly to our
Father. Christians never walk alone.

8.

Teaching and Illumination

Once again, we come full circle to the subject of this book. As we have already discovered, the Holy
Spirit is God in action. He activates the Wisdom of God, Jesus Christ, in us.
All of the areas we have examined are interrelated. They each have a part in God’s overall plan of
redemption through Jesus Christ, but the most obvious act of imparted wisdom must be in the way the
Spirit teaches us and illuminates the Scriptures:
However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind
has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.” But
God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things,
even the deep things of God.
It’s those “deep things of God” that leave unregenerate man in the dark. They don’t have the Holy
Spirit within them, and consequently, they have no choice but to remain spiritually discerned. Only God
can reveal Himself, and He does, through His Word. But the Spirit must make the Word plain to our
understanding (1 Cor. 2:13).
“Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long. Your commands
make me wiser than my enemies, for they are ever with me. I have more
insight than all my teachers, for I meditate on your statutes. I have more
understanding than the elders, for I obey your precepts. I have kept my
feet from every evil path so that I might obey your word. I have not
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departed from your laws, for you yourself have taught me. How sweet
are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! I gain
understanding from your precepts; therefore, I hate every wrong path.
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.”

The Spirit inspired Scripture; He certainly can explain it, and no matter how many times we have
read a particular passage, we can come to it again with a fresh anticipation of learning something new. Let
us study therefore, to show ourselves approved unto God. Let the Spirit illumine your mind and your
heart.

Wisdom Through the Church
Paul’s ministry was to bring the gospel to the Gentiles and make known the “mystery” which God had
kept hidden through the ages. He knew that God did nothing without a purpose, and this purpose had been
made clear to him by the Holy Spirit:
His intent was that now, through the Church, the manifold wisdom of
God should be made known to the rulers and authorities is heavenly
realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
Christians are expressions of God’s wisdom to a lost world. In 2 Corinthians we are said to be
“the aroma of Christ,” which is the fragrance of life to those being saved and the smell of death to those
who are not (2:15-16). We are letters from God to a dying people (3:3), and we are ambassadors of Christ,
bearing a proclamation of reconciliation (5:20). It’s an awesome responsibility. One for which we must
give account before the Wise and Holy God, whom we serve.
Jesus gave us this great commission: “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all
creation” (Mark 16:15). How much are you willing to give up for Christ? Are you willing to sacrifice
yourself for His Name’s sake? Will you pick up your cross daily and follow Him? Will you stand firm to
the end, though men persecute you and do all manner of evil against you? Or will you hide your light
beneath a basket? Jesus said:
“Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him
before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, I will
disown him before my Father in heaven.”
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God forbid that we should be ashamed of so great a salvation and fail to share the Wisdom of God!
So now we have met the Trinity. We’ve learned that the Father is the administrator, the giver of all
wisdom; Jesus is the Wisdom of God; and the Holy Spirit activates the Wisdom in us. The Spirit
regenerates, baptizes, convicts, sanctifies, assures, empowers, intercedes, teaches and illuminates God’s
will so that we might be the Church and carry out the will of our Father in heaven, by spreading His
Wisdom to others. Let the Spirit guide you through the questions to ponder.
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For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: “I
will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I
will frustrate.” Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is
the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of
the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world through its
wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of
what was preached to save those who believe. Jews demand
miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ
crucified: A stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to
those whom God has chosen, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power
of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than
man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s
strength.
This is a very interesting passage of Scripture. Paul perfectly debases man to where he belongs,
while he exalts God to His rightful position. Man thinks too highly of himself. Though he may deny it,
though everything points against it, he still thinks the universe revolves around him. It’s true that mankind
has accomplished a lot over the passage of time, some of it good and some bad. We’ve certainly increased
our knowledge. We’ve invented the better can opener a hundred times over. The problem is that the
contents of the can haven’t changed. It’s still full of delusions, selfish expectations that can never be
realized. We have not, and never will, create a formula that will make us immortal. The sciences have not
invented a pill; the religions have not found a path; the wisdom of man has not defeated the grave. Only
the Wisdom of God has defeated the grave. Jesus conquered death (1 Cor. 15:55-56).
God sees human wisdom for what it is: Deceitfully proud, deadly, impotent, futile, and foolish.

The Pride of Human Wisdom
Fools set their own standards (Prov. 12:15). They do not accept the perfect standard of God. In their pride,
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they look to themselves, an imperfect creature, for guidance and acceptance.
Not long ago I learned an interesting fact about the United States Constitution. Did you know that
the laws set in the Constitution never change? They can only be repealed. When the U.S. Supreme Court
makes a decision, the judges aren’t changing the law; they are interpreting the law. They are saying, “This
is what our forefathers meant when they wrote . . .” It’s basically the same in constitutions created by
many countries around the world. Unfortunately, the highest courts of our countries engage too often in
reinterpretation to justify political ends. They say, “We have long thought that this law meant this, but
now we know that the original writers meant to say this.”
Man uses this same kind of convoluted reasoning to justify his own constantly changing set of
standards. “I have always lived by the same moral code. It’s just that yesterday I didn’t realize that
today’s morality is what I meant to live by. However, tomorrow I’ll be even closer to the original morality
that I always knew was right for me, but didn’t know I was free to live.” WHAT!?
I don’t know about you, but this way of thinking gives me a headache. It’s laughably ridiculous.
We’re actually not talking about morality at all, but amorality. Doing whatever one wants, with a built in
license to change one’s mind whenever he wishes, while calling it justified, can hardly be called a
standard or code. It is pagan. The foolish take pride in what is seen rather than what is in the heart (2 Cor.
5:12), but God does not look on outward appearance; He looks within us, and nothing is hidden from
Him. He sees our true motives. He knows what flag we are following.
The early Church, just as the Church of today, had a problem with teachers who believed and
taught a different standard than the Word of God. The Galatians were warned not to turn to those who
preach a gospel other than that which had already been preached and accepted, even if it were preached
by an angel (Gal. 1:6-9). False teachers look good. They speak words that tickle the ears (2 Tim. 4:3).
They may have charisma and an appearance of holiness, but inside they are corrupt. They are whited
sepulchers, full of dead men’s bones (Matt. 23:27-28).
And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is
not surprising then, if his servants masquerade as servants of
righteousness. . .
People don’t wake up one morning and decide to be a false teacher. They start out with a wrong
standard and build upon it, and that standard is always one which they have set or accepted for
themselves. In pride, they usurp the authority of God. They distort Scripture to their own destruction (2
Pet. 3:16). They will not accept what God has set down as truth. They are deceived in their own thinking.
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Human wisdom caters to pride, arrogance, and falsehood. That is why Paul wrote, “We do not dare to
classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by
themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise” (2 Cor. 10:12).
Men would be wise to safeguard themselves against their prideful human wisdom and to
remember who they are in comparison to God. They would do much better not to measure themselves by
themselves, but according to the example of Jesus Christ; otherwise, they merit eternal damnation by their
self-induced unbelief.

The Deadliness of Human Wisdom
Unbelief leaves a man in sin, and sin leads to death (Rom. 6:23). But God doesn’t want us to die; He
wants us to have life and to have it more abundantly, so He provided an escape, a way to be saved. God
desires each of us to be saved and has made salvation available to everyone, but the decision is ours. We
must make an initial commitment, a step of faith.
Most people simply refuse to make that commitment. They are stubborn and rebellious. They
think they can deal with eternity later, not realizing that later is too late. They are already dead in
transgressions and sins (Eph. 2:1). They need to be reborn, now.
Others believe they don’t need Christ at all. They devise or accept other beliefs, conceived in the
sinful mind:
The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is
life and peace.
They believe they have found the light, but even that light is darkness (Matt. 6:23).
The most deadly kind of unbelief is that which turns a man or woman into apostasy. There is no
chance of life for those who have finally and utterly rejected the only source of life.
It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have
tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have
tasted the goodness of the Word of God and the powers of the coming
age, if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their
loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting
him to public disgrace.
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There is nothing more tragic than persons who at first accept the truth of God’s salvation plan but
later change their minds. They not only deny the truth, but they compile the injury by proselytizing others
to their destruction. Yet the apostates’ condemnation does not lie in the fact that they cannot be forgiven,
for they can. If they would repent, they would not have been apostates but backsliders. Their
condemnation lies in the fact that their hearts become so hardened that they cannot be “brought back to
repentance.” They choose to refuse the truth. Little do they realize that a worse punishment awaits the
apostate who turns from God’s Wisdom:
If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and overcome,
they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. It would
have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness,
than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred
command that was passed on to them
We should always be on the alert, for Satan is always on the prowl to find someone to destroy (1
Pet. 5:8). Likewise, we need to constantly examine ourselves against the Word of God, against God’s
Wisdom, to keep our faith pure and undefiled. We cannot rely on human wisdom. We simply have too
much at stake for us to hope in our limited intellect and reason.
A man who strays from the path of understanding comes to rest in the
company of the dead.
There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to
death

The Impotence of Human Wisdom
Human philosophy was once described as a blind man in a dark room looking for a black cat that isn’t
there. I consider that to be an apt description of man’s intellectual pursuit and the power he supposes to
gain: a careful, lifelong search in darkness that is bound to reveal nothing.
We hear a great deal about the power of the mind, as though it were something novel, a new
discovery, but the Eastern religions have been promoting it for centuries. Shintoism, Buddhism, mystic
and occultic beliefs alike, promote the lie of unlimited mind power. The goal is to reach Nirvana or some
other state of perfection to become like God. The original sin all over again.
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In recent years, this same philosophies has penetrated our culture in the form of the New Age
Movement. Yoga has become an accepted form of exercise. Mantra and other forms of meditation are
recommended as means of discovering inner peace. Holistic medicine suggests that our mind has the
power to cure any disease. Many of the more popular cults use this concept of “enlightenment and tapping
into the power of the universe in us,” but they disguise it behind a façade of science. Scientology, Science
of Mind, and Christian Science are clear examples of this. These cultic religions are anything but
scientific.
If this doesn’t worry you, if you think these human philosophies and religions aren’t having an
effect upon you and your family, consider this: Our youth are being exposed to a constant bombardment
of this teaching in their comic books, cartoon programs, and motion pictures. The most popular film
series ever made, Star Wars, tells people that they can tie into “the Force,” a power they can have flowing
through them, if they keep their minds blank and allow it to take over. Human philosophies and
mysticism have already impacted our generation detrimentally. What will be the mindset of our next
generation?
I’m not saying that the mind has no power whatsoever, but that which it has is finite, not infinite.
Our expressed thoughts can affect our fellow human beings, our environment, our health, and our future.
God acknowledged this reality at the building of the Tower of Babel:
The Lord said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have
begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for
them.”
However, we are not, and never will be, the masters of our finite mind, and that is a good thing.
To what then can we attribute the marvelous wonders that some psychics and mystics perform? It
is my conviction that much of what is credited to the power of the mind should rightly be attributed to
demonic activity. The angels of darkness are able to accomplish supernatural acts, and they will, if it adds
to the strong delusions they hope to create. Satan never tires in his attempts to distract our attention from
the Son of God and the salvation He offers.
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms
Psychic phenomena are real, but their source is misinterpreted. We must get it through our heads that we
are embroiled in a spiritual warfare. The battleground is the hearts and minds of men, as well as the world
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and the heavenly realms, and the prizes are eternal souls. Satan will do anything to keep our minds off of
Jesus and on ourselves, including spiritual trickery.
Friends, nothing can succeed against God, so why do we try to outwit Him and veto His
decisions. Satan cannot defeat God; who is man to think he has power over Him? Our days are numbered,
and at the appointed time, our boasting will be put to the test.
Why you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your
life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.

Nebuchadnezzar was a mighty king (Dan. 4), but he was not so mighty that the Sovereign God
could not humble him. At the height of his reign over the Babylonian Empire, God haunted him with a
dream, which the prophet Daniel later interpreted as a decree from the Most High, that the king would
lose his sanity for a period of seven years. Everything that God revealed came to pass. Nebuchadnezzar
became like an animal and was cast out by his people. His hair grew long and matted; his fingernails
became like the claws of a bird. He lived and slept under the open skies and ate grass like the cattle of the
field. But after the seven years were completed, his sanity was returned to him, and he had a new respect
for God. He honored and glorified Him with the following words:
“. . . His dominion is an eternal dominion. His kingdom endures from
generation to generation. All the peoples of the earth are regarded as
nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the
peoples of the earth. No one can hold back His hand or say to Him:
‘What have you done?’”
Nebuchadnezzar came to realize how very little power he actually possessed. Even the workings of his
mind were not exempt from the control of God. “And those who walk in pride, He is able to humble” (v.
37).
What power does the human mind have? What plan can we make that God cannot alter? What
insight do we have?
There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the
Lord.
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The Futility of Human Wisdom
Because our mind (intellect and reason) is impotent, it is also futile. Because we can’t override God’s
sovereignty, our thinking, in itself, is useless to us on a spiritual level.
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts
were darkened.
The “they” in this verse represents all of unregenerate mankind, against whom the wrath of God is being
revealed. God knows that our thoughts are futile (Ps. 94:11). He is not threatened by them, but He is
grieved by the wickedness that comes out of the thoughts and inclinations of the heart. From the deep
recesses of our heart, our mind devises evil. It was for this reason, and the grief it caused Him, that God
destroyed the earth with a flood (Gen. 6:5-7). And yet, though our minds are capable of great evil (the
planning of wicked deeds, the dwelling upon sin), it is also a wonderful creation of God. It is with this
same mind that we meditate upon Scripture and dwell on the greatness of His love.
Another interesting point emerges from Romans 1:21. Our thinking does not have to be impotent
or futile. In fact, there is great power to be found in a spiritual relationship through Jesus Christ. The
implication is that because “they neither glorified him as God, nor gave thanks to Him . . ,” their thinking
became futile.
There is power in the blood of the Lamb. We have a faith that can move mountains and access to
the Father by prayer, which moves His hand. But again, this is not our power but the power of God made
available to us and in us:
So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer
live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. They are darkened
in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of
the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.

We can come out of our darkness and ignorance by making a conscious decision to follow Christ.
The Gentiles, especially the Greeks and the Romans of this era, thought they knew everything, yet all
their wisdom and all their knowledge could not prevent these empires from crumbling. Human wisdom is
futile.
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The Foolishness of Human Wisdom
Having been involved in prison ministry for many years, I have come in contact with numerous examples
of man’s foolishness. If you talk to a convict, nine out of ten times, assuming that you can get to the truth,
you’ll hear a story that will make you weep at the foolishness of the event that brought them to prison. It’s
amazing to hear the number of excuses that a person can devise rather than say, “I did something stupid.”
Many of these men are fully convinced that they have been treated badly; that they were justified in
committing the crime; that they deserved to have the money they stole or the automobile, or even to take
the life that they took. The reprobate mind is blind. If in the understanding of worldly justice men can be
so foolish, how much more will their ignorance of spiritual justice lead them to destruction?
The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot
understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.
This is why the Spirit must do the work of revealing God’s wisdom. It is foolishness to man.
The philosopher Goethe put it well when he wrote, “Everyone hears only what he understands.”
Let us consider some biblical examples of God’s wisdom being perceived as foolishness:



Noah built the ark in a world that had never seen a flood, and the people did not
understand. They must have thought Noah was crazy, until the rains began.



God sent one man, Moses, to confront the mighty Pharaoh and deliver the Hebrews from
Egypt, but Pharaoh did not understand who he was contending against.



In one day, Samson slew a thousand Philistines with the jawbone of a donkey. The
Philistines did not understand.



God commanded Joshua to march his men around the walls of Jericho for seven days and
have them blow their horns and shout on the last day. When they did as God commanded,
the walls came crumbling down. The slain of Jericho did not understand.



Gideon’s army consisted of three hundred men who were chosen on the basis that they
lapped up water like a dog when they drank.



God chose a small shepherd boy named David to slay the mighty Goliath.



God also sent the Messiah to earth, born of a virgin in a Bethlehem cattle stall, to be
raised by a carpenter of Nazareth, rather than by royalty.
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The foolishness of God is truly wiser than man’s wisdom (1 Cor. 1:25). The wisdom of God is
foolishness to men (2:14), and man’s wisdom is foolishness to God:
Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the
standards of this age, he should become a fool, so that he may become
wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. . .

Human wisdom is misleading. While it looks attractive and seems to be the answer to so many of
life’s problems, it carries with it some heavy consequences. It’s deceitfully proud, causing man to look to
himself rather than to God. It is deadly, leading man to eternal damnation. It is impotent, having no power
over the Most High God. It is futile, being spiritually useless to us and having no infinite effect. It is
foolish, blinding man so that he cannot understand God’s Wisdom.
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My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you,
turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding,
and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if
you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then
you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.
. . . Then you will understand what is right and just and fair--every good
path.

The search for God’s wisdom is not an easy one. It can, in fact, be a very exhausting search that
takes us through many hardships. Not that God is stingy; He wants to give us all we ask, and more, but
there is a stipulation: He wants us to search with all our hearts.
The analogy that is given in the above text is quite appropriate. I’m one of a common breed who
enjoys treasure hunting. I’ve taken several trips to the gold regions of California to appreciate the scenery
and pan the streams for that elusive yellow metal. Whether it was sunny and warm or cloudy and
drizzling, I’d be out there battling mosquitoes and doing backbreaking work for the sake of a few flakes
or one tiny nugget or, often, nothing at all. In such cases, it’s not the prize that counts as much as the
adventure of the pursuit, but in the pursuit of Godly wisdom there are definite rewards, and it is
imperative that we find them. Some of these rewards are moral benefits.
God promises that we will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. He
will show us His power and reveal Himself for who He is. Then, kneeling as we must, naked before the
throne of God, we will known what is “right and just and fair.” We will know the good paths that He
wants us to follow. We will find the treasures that are hidden in Jesus Christ as we walk in His footsteps.
The word “sanctification” in the New Testament is translated from the Greek word hagiasmos,
meaning “to be set apart, separate.” The idea is that the objects that are sanctified unto God are set apart
from the uncleanness of sin and the world so that they can be used for sacred purposes. Such was the case

37

when the objects of the Tabernacle were ceremonially consecrated to the Lord (Exod. 40:10-15). Such
was also the case at the purification of the Temple, its furnishings and those who served in the Temple
were consecrated to the Lord.
These acts of sanctification were ceremonial and fulfilled a legal requirement so that God would
accept these objects and people. But it is not mere ritual and ceremony that makes the Christian sanctified
in the presence of God. He sets Christians apart for sacred service. The Holy Spirit does a complete
inward, spiritual cleansing that is far more efficacious than anything man can do.
Without getting into the differences between the Roman Catholic, Arminian, and Calvinistic
views of the extent of sanctification for the saint, let’s examine three moral benefits that arise from our
sanctification, benefits in respect to how God sees the Christian and the resulting changes in the
Christian’s character.
. . . Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to
impurity and to ever increasing wickedness, so now offer them in
slavery to righteousness leading to holiness.

Purity
Something that is pure is uncontaminated by other material. Pure water has no harmful organisms of
chemicals in it. Gold is pure only when it has all other minerals refined out of it. There is usually a
process involved in making something pure. The water may need to be boiled and filtered. The same goes
for us. We need to be purged of the impurities that contaminate our bodies, minds, hearts and
consciences.
Our bodies are the easiest for us to keep clean. We wash, practice hygiene, eat right and exercise.
We may even take an occasional steam bath to sweat out the pores, but while these things make us clean
and socially acceptable on the outside, they do not make us pure, especially in the spirit. It’s the evils that
come from inside a man that make him unclean (Mark 7:20-23).
Carnal men have nothing pure in them. They are corrupt by nature and cannot purge themselves
of the evil that binds and blinds. As the previous verse quotation stated, they are “in slavery to impurity,”
and, friends, the impurity runs deep.
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To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do
not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences
are corrupted.
This being the case, how can sinful man ever hope to reach heaven? How can we change from being those
who are corrupted to those who are pure? Since we are already tainted by our sinful nature and cannot do
the purifying, it must be someone else who makes the change in us. Unless the Spirit does the purging,
unless the blood of Christ is the cleansing agent, the stains will never go away. It was a necessary flood
that poured from the body of Christ, for “. . . without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness” (Heb.
9:22b). The Spirit takes that blood and applies it to wash us clean. Isn’t it wonderful to know that if you
have believed and accepted the gospel, you have been made positionally pure and acceptable to God!
If only our condition constantly reflected our position! As we pass through this world, we
continue to pick up impurities, but these too can be washed away experientially by our decision to follow
God’s requisites:
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
“Everyone who confesses the Name of the Lord must turn away from
wickedness”. . . . If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an
instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and
prepared to do any good work. Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue
righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the
Lord out of a pure heart.
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

You see, it is our responsibility to allow the Spirit to continuously make us pure. In a sense, we
purity ourselves by submitting to God’s will. It is in this context alone that we are instructed to make
ourselves pure (James 4:8; 1 John 3:3). 1 Peter 1:2 points out that sanctification is a continuing work of
the Holy Spirit for “obedience” to Jesus Christ.
Through God’s word, we learn how to be obedient. Obedience to the truth sanctifies us. “Sanctify
them by the truth, your word is Truth” (John 17:17).
The word of God (Eph. 5:25-26) and the blood of Christ purify our consciences. God’s word not
only instructs us how to walk in truth, it assures us of forgiveness. And because we are assured of
forgiveness for our past sins, we can lay aside the false condemnation that Satan employs to hinder our
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usefulness to God:
How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences
from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!
Friends, this is great news! We don’t need to walk around with a sorrowful look on our faces. We
can rejoice in the Lord always (Phil. 4:4), for our God can make us pure. He can clean the garbage from
our minds and displace the evil thoughts with the Living Word. He can clear our consciences so that we
don’t have to bear a burden of guilt, and as we turn over our bodies to righteousness, He purifies our
hearts:
This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set
our hearts at rest in his presence whenever our hearts condemn us.
For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.

Righteousness
Jesus Christ is not only our Wisdom, He is also our Righteousness, Holiness, and Redemption (1 Cor.
1:30)
Although Paul’s ministry was primarily to the Gentiles, he himself was a Jew, and the great desire
of his heart was that the zeal of the Israelites would be based in knowledge, not in the Law or the
traditions of men. He wished that they would submit to God’s righteousness. “Christ is the end of the law
so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes” (Rom. 10:4). In his letter to the
Philippians, Paul described this righteousness as one which comes through faith in Christ (Phil. 1:11;
3:9).
Faith has always been the key to righteousness. The eleventh chapter of Hebrews could be called
the “Old Testament Hall of Faith.” The Old Testament saints, though they could not, and did not, see the
better sacrifice that God had promised, believed God. Abraham has been called the “father of faith”
because he believed God. His faith was credited to him as righteousness (Gen. 15:6), and it was his
actions that proved his faith. Because he believed, he did what was right.
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Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is
right is righteous, just as he is righteous.
Faith and righteousness are expressed today as it was in the Old Testament (James 2:17), the only
difference being that we know the fulfillment of God’s promise in the person of Jesus Christ. We are not
under the pressure to establish our own righteousness. Instead of struggling and failing to be justified by
the Law, we are justified by the sacrifice of our risen Savior. Our faith is now focused. Christ is our
Righteousness, and we are righteous if we abide in Him.
Let’s approach this subject from another direction. Paul said, “. . . be pure and blameless until the
day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and
praise of God” (Phil. 1:10b-11). What is this fruit? Is it doing good deeds? Is it following a set of rules
and regulations? Is it attending church regularly or following ritual? The religious leaders of Jesus’ time
did all these things; nevertheless, He said:
“For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the
Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the
kingdom of heaven.”
It was obvious to Jesus that the fruits the Pharisees were bearing were the sour fruits of hypocrisy (Matt.
23). God desires fruit in keeping with repentance (3:8); fruit that will last (John 15:16); fruit that is
worthy of the Lord (Col. 1:10); fruit of the light that is full of goodness, righteousness, and truth (Eph.
5:9). Such fruit is not the product of human effort or human wisdom; it is the product of heavenly
wisdom.
But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peaceloving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial
and sincere.
So then, the fruit of righteousness comes after the reception of heavenly wisdom, and those who
try to attain heaven by their own righteousness disqualify themselves from the salvation that God offers.
Christ did not come to save those who think themselves righteous; He came to save sinners (Matt. 9:13).
Legalism at its best cannot live up to God’s standard. “There is no one righteous, not even one”
(Rom. 3:10b). The Jews could not live up to God’s standard of righteousness under the law, and neither
can we. Only Jesus Christ has lived up to that standard, yet God sees his children as righteous because the
righteousness of Christ is imputed (attributed) to those who have received Him as Savior.
Obeying rules and doing good deeds will not get us into heaven (Eph. 2:8-9). We are saved by
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grace through faith. Righteousness then is not a prerequisite of salvation; it is a result and evidence of
salvation. Because Jesus Christ is righteous and lives in and through the Christian, the Christian’s life can
bear the fruit of righteousness. This distinction between good works to be righteous and good works
because Christ is righteous may seem slight, but it is the difference between death and life, between
religion and relationship, between unrighteousness and righteousness.
God wants us to be righteous. The Wisdom of God will result in righteousness and purity. And, in
turn, the moral benefits affecting our behavior will reap for us eternal rewards:
Tell the righteous it will be well with them, for they will enjoy the fruit of
their deeds.
The wonderful thing is that we don’t have to wait until we stand before God to start reaping the
benefits of righteousness. God will bless us even now. He will give us everything we need. “But seek first
his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” (Matt. 6:33).
Those who trust in God’s righteousness, Christ Jesus, and run the race relying upon Him, will
reap moral benefits. Therefore, set your eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of your faith -- your
Wisdom and Righteousness.

Holiness
And they were calling to one another; Holy, holy, holy is the Lord
Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.
God is by nature holy--totally undefiled and unable to be defiled. Because of His surpassing
holiness, He cannot do anything that is not perfectly just and morally right. There is no created thing that
is comparable to the Lord God in this respect. “There is no one holy like the Lord” (1 Sam. 2:2). Even the
holiness of the angels and the holiest of saints in heaven are impure in comparison to the holiness of God
(Job 15:15), because His holiness does not come from a standard that He must adhere to, but from His
absolute character.
A key difference between God’s holiness and the holiness of anything else is that, other than God,
everything has the potential for defilement. Even the Holy Scriptures, which are indeed holy in their
original autographs and their intended meaning because they are the very words of God, have been made
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into certain corrupted versions and paraphrases. Man has the ability to defile God’s word. For example, it
is a defilement of Scripture to misquote a verse or to use a passage out of context to accomplish an
immoral purpose. Such defilements of God’s Word will meet with harsh punishment (Deut. 4:2; Rev.
22:19).
We find, as in the case stated above, that man has the potential of defiling what God has declared
holy. We see this principle repeated over and over again in the Old Testament: The Sabbath Day was set
aside to be a holy day of rest and worship (Exod. 20:8), but a Sabbath day could be desecrated (31:14-15).
The sacrifices set aside for the Lord were holy, but only if they met the regulations and procedures God
had established (Lev. 19:5-8, 24; 27:12). The most sacred place in the tabernacle or temple was the Holy
of Holies. No unclean things or persons were to enter this place where God’s presence dwelt. Even the
High Priest could enter it only once a year to make atonement for the people, and then only after he had
been made ceremonially clean. Should he enter without being cleansed, he would die and the sanctuary
would be defiled.
Now understand that those of us who are Christians are the Temple of God (1 Cor. 3:16-17). The
Holy Spirit dwells within us, and it is of the utmost importance that we not defile this holy dwelling by
letting in anything that is immoral and unholy (6:18-20). We must not yoke ourselves to that which is
wicked (2 Cor. 6:14-18.)
The Apostle Peter declared Christians to be a holy priesthood which makes spiritual sacrifices
that are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 1:5). But, like the priests of old, we need to be
cleansed in order to make acceptable sacrifices. If the temple is defiled, and our priesthood is tainted, then
we will not be effective in carrying out a primary function of our priesthood:
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
The world is ready to mock any Christian who declares the gospel, yet lives in an unholy manner.
And friends, the world has every right to do so. It is an awesome responsibility that Christians have. We
are to be a light to guide the way for the lost so that they might also leave the darkness and enter the same
light of Christ, which we have entered. But if we live an unholy life, our testimony is defiled, and there is
no clear light for others to follow.
Before we go further, it is essential that I clarify what is a misconception on the part of many
Christians. Some of us have been indoctrinated into thinking that “unholiness” is specifically doing evil
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deeds. This is not strictly the case, in the sense that many of us have come to understand it. Unholiness
can be simply doing what you did prior to becoming a Christian, without recognizing that you are part of
a holy priesthood, a sacred temple, separated from the world. It’s not recognizing that what you say and
do at any moment may have eternal consequences to God’s purpose for you and others.
One can be a very “good” person without being a Christian, but that person is not holy. If that
person becomes a Christian, he is made positionally holy in Christ, but he can remain unholy in character
simply by staying the “good” person he always was without Christ. Holiness is a spiritual decision and a
moral obligation that recognizes our separation unto God’s service. Peter wrote:
But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is
written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
Many times I have read this text and ended the thought right there, regarding verse 17 as the
beginning of a new thought, but I have now concluded that this is a mistake on my part--it is actually a
continuation and further clarification of what holiness is:
Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work impartially, live
your lives as strangers here in reverent fear.
Holiness includes that reckoning of separation, of being set apart. That recognition will spur us into moral
correctness and obedience to God, a signal others can see and follow. Oh, that Christians would realize
their sacred obligation to active holiness!
Let us not take holiness lightly. The Christian’s character ought to reflect in some measure the
holiness of God, for “. . .without holiness no one will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14b). Regardless of one’s
doctrinal positions, the ramifications of this scriptural absolute are too great to ignore.
Purity, righteousness, and holiness are so closely linked in God’s work of sanctification that they
are difficult to differentiate from each other, but they must be distinct in some manner if we are to take
texts like Luke 1:75; Romans 6:19-22; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2 Corinthians 7:1; and Ephesians 4:24 literally.
The commonalities are identifiable: (1) Saving faith in Jesus Christ makes the Christian positionally pure,
righteous, and holy in God’s eyes; (2) Jesus Christ Himself is, in a very real sense, our purity,
righteousness, and holiness; (3) Christians have an ongoing responsibility to purify themselves, live
righteously, and be holy; (4) our experiential works of sanctification are incomplete in themselves, but
they are acceptable to the Father in Christ Jesus; (5) God Himself will complete the work of sanctification
in us someday, glorifying us, and making us completely pure, righteous, and holy. But where is the
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distinction?
It may be helpful to distinguish these three terms in the following way:
Purity is the work of the Holy Spirit to cleanse us of those things that make us unfit for God’s
service. Confession and obedience to God’s word allows the Spirit to continuously purify us (1 Pet. 1:22).
Righteousness is a judicial declaration that what we do is right. God declares us righteous when
he looks at us and sees Jesus. Because we have been purified positionally by the Spirit through our faith,
we are righteous.
Holiness is “wholeness.” It is a word describing completeness in moral character--purity and
righteousness that have expressed themselves through the recognition of separation from wickedness unto
sacred service. One cannot be holy without purity and righteousness, and a Christian is still capable of
defiling himself, the temple of the Holy Spirit.
These are the moral benefits of wisdom amounting to the sanctification of the saint, but there are
many other rewards of wisdom available to those who follow God’s precepts. It only remains for us to
walk in wisdom to receive them.
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“If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you . . .”
As stated in the previous chapter, there are many rewards that we may receive through God’s
Wisdom. All of these are conditional, however, upon God’s will, which includes His desire that we
glorify Him. It was for fellowship and His glory that we were created. Health, longevity, wealth,
preservation, peace, and honor are among the possible rewards available to Christians while we live on
earth. But not every Christian is financially secure, nor is every Christian healthy, and sad but true, godly
men and women die every day while still in their prime.
Why would these seeming contradictions exist between the promises of God and what we see?
Skeptics enjoy pointing at the Christian poor, the dishonored, the infirm, and the many martyrs
throughout the centuries, saying “Why would God allow these things to happen, especially to His own
children?” They, and we alike, fail to appreciate the glory that God receives through the patient
perseverance and unfailing trust demonstrated by the suffering of His saints.
Another reason we don’t always see these rewards manifested in our natural lives is that God’s
will includes our being transformed into the likeness of Jesus Christ. God promises to supply all of our
needs, but for some people the last thing they need is wealth, which could lead them into all manner of
sin. For others, honor leads to pride. We must always remember that God wants to be first in our lives,
and we may not see all of these blessings while we walk this earth. God knows what is best for us. Paul
had a thorn in the flesh, which three times he asked the Lord to remove. Christ replied, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9). Look at Paul’s response:
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight
in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.
For when I am weak, then I am strong.
To the church at Philippi, he wrote:
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I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the
fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.
God certainly honored that desire in Paul, but most of us aren’t quite as anxious for suffering. No
matter, He tests and refines us anyway. And quite often, when the test is over, we find that a blessing
follows. Now, with that preface, let’s examine eight benefits of Wisdom.

Health
God wants to demonstrate His power. When Jesus walked on earth, He confirmed His deity with miracles
and healings. Also, through healings and miracles, the Apostles were confirmed by the Spirit as being the
true “sent ones.” But these things happened nearly two thousand years ago. People want to know if
miraculous healings are for today. The answer: Absolutely! God answers the prayers of the righteous.
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other, so
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and
effective.
Faith and obedience are the keys that open the door to God’s power (Mark 11:24; 1 John 3:22),
and since our faith and obedience are linked inseparably to God’s Wisdom (Christ), then we would
naturally expect wisdom to be an important element to both our spiritual and physical healing.
I have seen and heard of numerous instances of God’s power being revealed through healings. He
can, and does, heal the most serious physical ailments in answer to faith. Yet, God is not obligated to do
our bidding. He’s not the spiritual equivalent of Santa Claus. It’s not “our will be done;” it’s “God’s will
be done.”
If I were to write an essay entitled “The Most Memorable Man I’ve Ever Met,” I’d write about a
gentleman named Ron Perez. Even today, when I face difficulties, I can remember his cheerful smile, his
unceasing concern for others, the bravery with which he battled his terminal illness, and suddenly my
troubles seem trivial by comparison. My burden seems easier to bear.
Ron had cancer. It began when he was young, but progressed slowly over several years, so that
the agony was prolonged into his early thirties. For years he struggled through chemotherapy and
surgeries, but his faith did not falter. In fact, it was inspiring. He was an usher at my local church. After
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the cancer necessitated the amputation of his right leg, he continued his duties using crutches, and after he
had the other leg removed, he served while strapped into a wheelchair.
I got to know Ron very well in his last year because we both attended the same Friday night Bible
study and fellowship group. He never complained or wore a sad face. His main concern was for the needs
of others, rather than his own. He taught me a wonderful lesson, and on the day we buried him, I thanked
God that I’d had the privilege of knowing him. I knew that he was in the presence of God and that part of
his reward was a new, incorruptible body. For Ron, the greatest part of his ministry on earth was his
example in the face of illness and death. It wasn’t that the Lord could not have caused a miraculous cure.
He could have, but Ron’s response to suffering brought God the highest glory.
Though God may heal our physical problems, He’s more concerned with our spiritual diseases.
The physical healings that Jesus performed while on earth were not the end result of his ministry but the
verification of His purpose: to save our souls and to give us hope for the future, a future where there is no
more pain, sickness, or death. In Isaiah 53:5, where it says of the Messiah, “. . .by his wounds we are
healed,” it’s not speaking, as some speculate, on a promise of physical healing. Look at the context of the
passage and particularly verse five:
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was cursed for our
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by
his wounds we are healed.
The emphasis is on spiritual healing, cleansing from the sickness of sin. The physical healings Christ
performed were evidence that he had power to heal the spirit. Jesus came to give us peace (John 14:27),
and to give us life (10:10), and hope (1 Pet. 1:3). In Christ we can be healed of guilt, pride, hatred, lust,
bitterness, and any of the many other manifestations of sin. We can put the old life behind us and live a
new life, as a new creation. Healed.
Before we move on, let’s take a look at another connection between health and wisdom:
Do not be wise in your own eyes: fear the Lord and shun evil. This will
bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones.

Some sins come with a higher risk of physical harm. If we suffer an illness because of such a sin,
we cannot remain entrenched in the sin and expect healing. God first expects us to reverence him
and shun the sin.
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Preservation
“Because he loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue him; I will protect
him, for he acknowledges my name. He will call upon me, and I will
answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor
him. With long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation.”

These are the last three verses of what is arguably the most comforting chapter of the Bible
concerning God’s protection of his saints, a chapter which begins, “He who dwells in the shelter of the
Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.” It has long been a favorite chapter of soldiers who go
to war for their country, for police officers, firefighters, and missionaries. Many of those who have relied
upon His Word have astounding stories to tell of God’s protection in times of danger. If God can keep His
eyes on the sparrow, then certainly He can watch over you and me. And He does. We can see the proof (if
we have our spiritual eyes open) in the way He guides our daily steps, proving Himself worthy of trust.
And the preeminent proof is this: He remains faithful even though we, at times, lack faith (2 Tim. 2:13).
Our God longs to protect us fully, not only from the spiritual consequences of our sin and our
battles against “the powers of this dark world” (Eph. 6:12), but also against the physical effects of sin. His
protective providence, the work of the Holy Spirit and the angels, is the means of God’s intervention, as
in Daniel’s case when he was thrown into the lions’ den (Dan. 6). Because Daniel trusted in his God and
was innocent before Him, “God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions” (v. 22).
Perhaps you have spent a few hours in dens of danger. I know that I have. Maybe our dens aren’t
occupied by ravenous lions, but that doesn’t mean we are in any less danger. People can be far more
dangerous than lions when their hearts are bent on evil. Have you ever seen God at work in shutting their
mouths? Have you ever sensed God’s watchful eye upon you, directing your path, guarding your way?
Can you honestly say as the Psalmist:
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You can say that if you have committed yourself to the Wisdom of God. You can see God’s preservation
in action.
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Wisdom is a shelter as money is a shelter, but the advantage of
knowledge is this: that wisdom preserves the life of its possessor.

And if we will but follow the dictates of Godly wisdom, wisdom itself will guard us:
Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you; love her, and she will
watch over you.

Long Life
Listen my son, accept what I say, and the years of your life will be
many. I guide you in the way of wisdom and lead you along straight
paths. When you walk, your steps will not be hampered; when you run,
you will not stumble. Hold on to instruction; do not let it go; guard it
well, for it is your life
When we look at the Old Testament saints, particularly those of great faith, we find some
commonalities: All of them went through trials, most of them had stubborn streaks that needed to be
broken, and almost without exception, part of their blessing for submission and obedience was a long life.
Noah lived to be 950 years old; Abraham also lived to a ripe old age, 175; Moses lived 120 years; Joshua
was 110; Samuel and David were full of years, as was Daniel; even Solomon, who in his later years had
fallen away from God, lived to be an old man because, in his youth, he had asked for wisdom above all
worldly treasures.
God does not take His promises lightly, and when He promises longevity, as He does in Psalm
91, He means it. He has proven it by example through the saints I have just mentioned. He has paid the
price for it through the sacrifice of His Son, and He has left a deposit within those who believe, the Holy
Spirit, as a guarantee of what is yet to come (2 Cor. 1:21-22). Our gift is eternal life, and there is nothing
longer than eternity.
Know also that wisdom is sweet to your soul; if you find it, there is a
future hope for you, and your hope will not be cut off.
The following story was related in an issue of Our Daily Bread. A pastor once visited a dying
man in the hospital. Not knowing his religious background, he asked the man, “Of what persuasion are
you?” The sick man replied, “Of Paul’s persuasion.” Thinking that the man had not understood the
question, the pastor tried to explain that he was asking about religious affiliation, but the man knew what
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he’d been asked. “I know what you meant, and I say again, ‘I’m of Paul’s persuasion.’ I can say with him
in 2 Timothy 1:12, ‘I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which
I’ve committed unto him against that day.’”
We also can have this same confidence. Our life does not end when we put off this mortal body.
If Jesus Christ is our Lord, then we will spend eternity with Him:
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in
me will live, even though he dies, and whoever lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?”
Jesus Christ rose from the grave that we might live. Do you believe this? If you do, you are wise unto
salvation. As Jesus raised Lazarus from the tomb, so will He raise us. It may be that God will grant us a
long physical life in our response to Wisdom, but even if He takes us early, we too can be of Paul’s
persuasion:
The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely
to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Peace
The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is
life and peace.
Not only are we promised long life, but we are assured to live it in peace. Peace is really such a
rare commodity in this world. All across the globe, we find wars being fought, civil revolutions, police
actions, terrorism, hatred and strife. Everyone everywhere is looking for peace but is unable to find it. We
are becoming more and more desperate for solutions, and this tension will escalate to the point of near
annihilation, according to prophecy.
What the world fails to see is the fact that the problem is not political, sociological, or economic;
and therefore, it cannot be solved by the wisdom of man. The problem is sin. Man cannot make a lasting
peace with himself until he first makes peace with God. Jesus was born to make peace between God and
man:
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
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angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”
But Jesus is more than a peace-bearer:
For he himself is our peace; who has made the two one and has
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.
The wise in Christ have a peace that is spiritual--an abundant peace that can fill the empty
longing of every Christian’s soul. It’s perfect in that no man can rob us of our spiritual rest. Nobody can
ruin our relationship with God, unless we allow it to be ruined, “shipwrecked,” as Paul put it. Nobody
else can shipwreck our relationship with God. That’s not to say, however, that we won’t have trouble. In
John 16:33, Jesus speaks of peace and trouble in the same breath:
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
The Spirit helps our free, peace-filled soul express itself to a world trapped in turmoil. It comes
gushing out of us like a river, even at times when we ourselves are caught in a web of uncertainty. When
trouble hangs over us in this way, we can turn to Jesus Christ and find comfort. We can tap the resources
of the Vine and bear spiritual fruit. In fact, peace is mentioned in Galatians 5:22 as being one of the fruits
of the Spirit. Shouldn’t we then, strive for peace with our fellow man, as a testimonial to the work of our
Savior in us?
When missionaries approach an isolated tribe in the wilds of South America, Indonesia, or
elsewhere, a tribe which may never have seen an outsider, the first order of business is for the visitors to
establish their peaceful intent. This may take weeks or years, but it’s crucial if the gospel is to be shared.
The missionaries will constantly be watched, and the slightest act of aggression, real or imagined, could
ruin everything or even cost lives.
There’s really little difference in “civilized” society. Christians are still looked upon with great
suspicion by many of the unsaved. We are constantly being observed, although we may not realize it.
Expressed hostility, depression, and anxiety could confirm some observer’s suspicions that we have
nothing new to offer them. Divisiveness in the church can drive people away faster than a race car.
But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peaceloving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial
and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of
righteousness.
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Let’s raise a harvest of righteousness by accepting God’s peace for ourselves and expressing it to
others. There is great wisdom in this.

Honor
Esteem her, and she will exalt you; embrace her, and she will honor
you. She will set a garland of grace on your head and present you with a
crown of splendor.
Solomon gave us these words in reference to wisdom. Today, we aren’t as familiar with crowns and
garlands as we are with medals, ribbons, trophies, and diplomas, but in essence they all represent the
same thing: honor for accomplishment or for position.
In a box somewhere, probably locked away in storage, I have a whole collection of trophies, pins,
and certificates from school days. I was quite an athlete in that I loved to compete at almost anything if I
thought I could win a reward, but now I look through that box and can hardly remember when or where or
how I got much of it. The years seem to push the glory farther and farther way into the recesses of my
memory.
Honor can be a very confusing thing. We often strive so hard to get it, and if we do, we soon find
that we are disappointed. The glory fades.
At the height of the Roman Empire, when a great general would return from war, he entered
Rome in a great procession. Legions of soldiers marched in ranks; chariots and wagons full of captured
wealth would roll by; soldiers and slaves of the defeated enemy would be paraded in, bound with chains;
and at the center of attention would be the general himself, riding in his chariot, wearing the victor’s
wreath. Alongside him though, stood his attendant, a slave, all the while whispering in his ear, reminding
him that glory and honor are fleeting. The voice of God also whispers in our ears:
All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;
the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands
forever.
Worldly honor comes and goes. Only the honor that comes from God is worth having, because it cannot
be corrupted and it lasts forever. Jesus spoke the following to certain self-righteous Jews:
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“How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make
no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God?”

You see, worldly honor builds up pride, which stands in the way of saving faith. It distracts us
from a greater glory so that we are ever pursuing (but never finding) honor. But if we esteem and exalt the
Wisdom of God, we will be exalted. Remember that we are looking at eternal honor, not just the honor
that God may grant us on earth. And notice that this honor is reciprocal, as Proverbs 4:8 states, and as 1
Samuel 2:30 confirms, “Those who honor me I will honor, but those who despise me will be disdained.”
There is only one way for us to honor the Father, and that is to honor the Son, to follow and serve
Him. If God is willing to exalt us, then shouldn’t we be willing to exalt Him through His Son, our
Wisdom. Jesus said this:
“Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also
will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.”
Honor by faith is faith in action.

Wealth
Both worldly and Godly wisdom amass wealth. A wise investor can turn a little money into a lot, and a
fool can lose everything in an instant. There is probably no other pursuit that so occupies man’s energy as
the accumulation of wealth. We start thinking, “If only I were rich, all my problems would be solved,” but
we forget that money can’t buy peace. Greed is a snare that is easy to get caught in. From all appearances,
the world has plenty to offer, and we want it, but Jesus said:
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy,
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.”
Jesus knows the heart of man. He knew what he was saying when he warned, “Watch out! Be on
your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions”
(Luke 12:15).
Money does not buy peace. More often than not, it buys misery. Like Midas, whom mythology
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claimed to have the magic touch to turn anything into gold, we soon find that the having isn’t nearly as
fulfilling as we thought. To his own misery, Midas accidentally turned his loved one into gold. The love
of money is indeed the root of all sorts of evil (1 Tim. 6:10), and it is truly deceitful, even to the point of
choking out the seeds of salvation (Matt. 13:22)
So then, what are we to believe, that we should reject material wealth? Should we take a vow of
poverty? For some people that may be exactly what they should do, but certainly not all. The rich ruler
who sought the kingdom in Luke 18 was told by Jesus to sell all he had, give it to the poor, and follow
Him. For this ruler, that was too much to ask. He went away grieved. For him, his wealth was a stumbling
block that needed to be removed (Read Proverbs 17:16). On the other hand, God blessed David and
Solomon with prosperity. To Job He gave double what he’d lost in material wealth, after he proved
himself faithful. God blessed Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. Cornelius and Philemon were men of wealth.
God isn’t stingy. He wants to bless us financially, if we can handle it, and if we put Him first in our lives,
and if it serves His purpose.
Moreover, when God gives any man wealth and possessions, and
enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work-this is a gift of God.
In Godly wisdom there is great wealth, always spiritual and sometimes material. We can expect
blessings from God, not because we have a claim against Him, but because of His grace.
There is a false gospel being preached that is preoccupied with material wealth, as though money
is the evidence of spirituality. My friends, reject such notions. Would one say that Jesus was unspiritual
because he was poor by the standards of the world (Matt. 8:20; 2 Cor. 8:9)? It is presumptuous to think
that God must make you materially rich in response to faith. If your faith is strong, you will not look for
riches but would be content with your daily bread.
Let’s look at two Proverbs and examine wealth in relation to Godly wisdom:
“With me are riches and honor, enduring wealth and prosperity. My fruit
is better than fine gold; what I yield surpasses choice silver. I walk in
the way of righteousness, along the paths of justice, bestowing wealth
on those who love me and making their treasuries full.”
This speaks of spiritual wealth--wealth that is “enduring,” that is “better” than gold, and “surpasses”
silver. These are treasures that moth and rust cannot corrupt.

55

Christians do prosper. We are children of the King and heirs to a kingdom. As we give, so will it
be given to us, “. . .a good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over” (Luke 6:38). But do
not be lovers of money. Do not make demands of God out of your selfish desires. Do not worry about
tomorrow, for you will be fed and clothed. Instead take on the attitude of a wise man who prayed:
Two things I ask of you, O Lord; do not refuse me before I die: Keep
falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but
give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and
disown you and say, “Who is the Lord?” Or I may become poor and
steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.
True wisdom does not ask more than it needs, but it receives more than it deserves. All of the
aforementioned benefits can be summarized in one passage of Scripture written by the Apostle Paul, his
prayer for the saints of Ephesus and for all the church:
I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father,
may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably
great power for us who believe, . . .
Wisdom opens our eyes to our hope, inheritance, and the power of our Holy Father. No longer do we have
to search down dark alleys. We need not follow the blind who lead the blind. When troubles surround us,
we need not worry. When all seems hopeless, we still have hope.
In spiritual and physical illness, we can look for healing. Where dangers abound, we can count on
God’s protection. Death has no power over God’s redeemed, for we have been purchased at a price and
promised eternal life. The world cannot destroy our peace, cause God’s honors to fade, or steal our
treasures in heaven.
Do not be ashamed of Wisdom. Spread Wisdom everywhere, to whoever will listen. Share the
good news of Jesus Christ. Do it in the power and wisdom of the Holy Spirit.
As Stephen stood before the leaders of the synagogue and the Freedmen, “. . . they could not
stand up against his wisdom or the Spirit by which he spoke” (Acts 6:10).
We too have that power, inheritance and hope, through the Wisdom of God:
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great
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mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that
can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, who through
faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that
is ready to be revealed in the last time.
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The Bible has many wonderful things to say about wisdom, whether on a practical common sense level or
on a deep spiritual level. But even wisdom has drawbacks. In this chapter we will briefly examine two
such drawbacks that are directly connected to our topic. Both are temporary, however, and should not
evoke a sense of dread in the redeemed. Rather, they should make us more certain of, and more grateful
for, our eternal glory.

Wisdom Is Despised by the World
I also saw under the sun this example of wisdom that greatly impressed
me: There was once a small city with only a few people in it. And a
powerful king came against it, surrounded it and built huge siege works
against it. Now there lived in that city a man poor but wise, and he
saved that city by his wisdom. But nobody remembered that man. So I
said, “Wisdom is better than strength.” But the poor man’s wisdom is
despised, and his words are no longer heeded.
Here, in Ecclesiastes 9:13-16, Solomon drives home two truths. First we find Solomon’s
statement that wisdom is better than strength--a fact that by this point in our study need not be justified.
But the second truth is worthy of discussion because in our pursuit of wisdom we will constantly come
face to face with it. “Wisdom is despised.” Seen by man in other men, it is hated.
Why the world should be so strongly opposed to something so desirable can only be attributed to
man’s sinful nature. Even if we limited the context to the wisdom that the world can offer, it would still
be despised. How much more is the God-given wisdom which leads to salvation going to intimidate fools!
Man is utterly self-centered. Selfish pride is a natural part of our makeup. There isn’t one of us
who would prefer to be proven wrong in a decision we have made. We want to be correct; let others be
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wrong.
Look at most big businesses where employees compete for position. The business ethic says that
it’s a dog-eat-dog world, top dog gets the bone. So, when somebody makes a mistake, all the fingers point
at him. Should he get fired, everyone steps up one rung higher on the ladder. But if that same person
makes a brilliant decision, others might regard it with indifference or outright hostility. “That powerhungry, money-grabbing so-and-so!” What they are really saying, is, “I wish I had thought of that.”
Jealousy and envy, those big green-eyed monsters, once again rear their ugly heads. The wise are
disdained for the wisdom they possess.
In Solomon’s story, the people of the city returned nothing but ingratitude and contempt. Once
the danger was past, the wise man’s words were no longer heeded. How much worse has it become today
in our youth-oriented society! Do we respect and acknowledge our elders? Do we honor them for their
years of acquired knowledge and wisdom? I think you will agree that, for the most part, our elderly are
ignored and treated like second-class human beings. Sadly, far too many of our old folks have become
outcasts or lock-aways in convalescent homes, where they are forgotten. This is but one example of
wisdom that has been rejected, despised, even ridiculed--wisdom that is “no longer heeded.”
It happens in the world all around us. We often reject what is wise in favor of that which is
pleasurable or, in our opinion, expedient. For many people, smoking cigarettes may be enjoyable, but for
nobody is it wise. Sins may be pleasurable or seem expedient for awhile, but they are foolish. The
temporary joy of sin disappears in its consequences.
Sinners do not want to hear that they are sinning, nor do they appreciate those who point it out.
They prefer to walk in darkness where the evil intents of their hearts are hidden from view (John 3:20).
Now consider those who have been chosen by God to live a godly life in Christ Jesus, to bear a
message of Wisdom from God. Look at the ridicule and persecution that the Old Testament prophets
suffered at the hands of the very people they loved. The roll of martyrs will be long in heaven. Consider
the New Testament saints who suffered and died, who were stoned, fed to lions as a public spectacle,
burned at the stake, all because they dared to live a godly life (see 2 Tim 3:12). And what of our Lord,
who perished because He bore a message of reconciliation for sinners? Was there ever one wiser than He?
Jesus never promised that the Christian walk would be an easy one. The Bible does not teach
what theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer coined as “cheap grace.” There is a price to be paid. Jesus said, “All
men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved” (Matt. 10:22). John
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15:18-25 expounds further:
“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you
belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not
belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why
the world hates you.”
Christians should expect to face trials and persecutions. Those who don’t experience these in
some form should take a close look at themselves to see if they are walking in the faith. We are the salt of
the world, and every godly life will rub that salt into the wounds caused by sin. The world has no other
option than to hate wisdom and those who live it, for the world wishes to remain worldly (1 Pet. 4:12-13).
Ask yourself some simple questions: Does the world despise you? Do you suffer for the name of
Jesus Christ? Are you expressing God’s Wisdom in your life, in what you say and do? If you can honestly
answer “yes” to these questions, then praise God! If you answer “no”, then search yourself, search the
Scriptures, and let God change those areas of your life that are conforming to the world rather than to
Christ.
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world,
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
likeness of his Son . . .
How should we react to the world’s hatred? It would be more than easy to become disgusted and
bitter towards God, to blame Him for our troubles. After all, doesn’t He have the power to prevent
persecution and pain? Or we might gaze so intently at our problems and circumstances that we allow
ourselves to become defeated. Or we might react instinctively by lashing back at the world, returning
hatred for hatred. But that’s not what Jesus said we ought to do:
Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult
you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. Rejoice in
that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For
that is how their fathers treated the prophets. (Luke 6:22-23)
It’s not easy to rejoice and leap for joy when things are going badly, but if we walk in the Spirit
and keep our eyes on Christ, the impossible happens.
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With Wisdom Comes Sorrow
For with much wisdom comes much sorrow; the more knowledge, the
more grief.
This would appear contrary to much that we have learned about wisdom thus far, but if we now
recognize how increased spiritual knowledge and wisdom are despised by the world, revealing sin in the
light of truth, we should also see how sin found in ourselves would make us sorrowful. We must learn to
weep over our own sin before we can weep over those who are disobedient, who are lost in their own sin.
Once upon a time, there was a man and wife who lived in a small house which was very poorly
lit. One night the husband’s mother was expected for dinner. The wife always dreaded this experience
because her mother-in-law was extremely critical. “This house is too cramped and dark,” she would say.
“It’s like walking into a cave.”
The husband, wanting to relieve his wife of embarrassment, decided to buy extra lamps and
increase the wattage of the existing light bulbs. He hoped this would make the house look larger and more
cheery, so he did it secretly with the intention of surprising his wife, who was busily preparing dinner in
the kitchen. When he finished, he called her in and flipped on the light switch. She gasped in delight, but
suddenly her smile faded away, and she began to cry.
“What’s the matter?” her husband asked. “This house looks twice as big as it did before.”
“Yes,” she replied, “but now she’ll see the dirt.”
I know exactly how this woman felt. The more God illumines our character and nature through
His Word, the more dirt we see that needs to be cleaned up. It grieves us. We see all the more how
wretched a sinner we are. It drives us to prayer. It humbles us in His presence and makes us burn with
sorrow. It reminds us that we caused the pain our savior experienced on the cross, and all the more how
we must depend solely upon God’s grace. “The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning. . .” (Eccl.
7:4a). True repentance comes with sorrow. If we do not grieve over our sins, then certainly we will not
turn from them.
In Luke 7, we are given an account of true repentance. While Jesus was dining at a Pharisee’s
house, a sinful woman came to Him, wet His feet with her tears, wiped them dry with her hair, kissed
them and poured perfumes on them. This was repentance demonstrated by love, by action, by sorrow.
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There’s a famous line from the feature film Love Story. It goes, “Love is never having to say
you’re sorry.” Don’t believe it, friends. In response to the act of this sinful woman, Jesus said:
“Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven--for she loved
much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.” Then Jesus said
to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
Do you wash the feet of Christ with your tears? Does sin make you sorrow? Read James 4:7-10.
Wisdom opens our eyes so that we can see our faults, but as there is a worldly and a Godly wisdom, so
also there is a worldly and Godly sorrow. The sorrow will correspond to the wisdom from which it
springs. As the source of our wisdom pays its particular dividend, likewise will the source of our sorrow.
Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no
regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.
We could just as easily change the word “sorrow” to “wisdom” in this verse, though we would
not presume to tamper with Scripture, and the verse would remain just as profound. The statement would
be just as true. Godly wisdom and sorrow lead to blessing. Worldly wisdom and sorrow lead to death.
Judas and Peter illustrate the point. They both had followed Jesus. They both turned from Him:
Judas by betrayal, and Peter by denial. They both were remorseful for what they had done, but their
responses were entirely different. Judas threw his blood money into the temple, and then he went out and
hanged himself, thus rejecting eternally the forgiveness of the Savior. Peter, after denying Jesus in the
courtyard of the high priest, went outside and wept bitterly. He repented and was restored. Sorrow can
lead to forgiveness or damnation.
The sinful woman of Luke 7 would never have found forgiveness had she remained at home and
wept on her own feet.
If we weep over our own sins, we will weep over the sins of the church. As one member of the
body suffers, so all the body suffers (see 1 Cor. 12:26). This is the unique character of the church; no
member of it is more or less important than another. We all serve a function, and when that function is not
served, the church, as a whole, suffers.
No Christian who is walking in Wisdom can stand aside and watch his brother’s pain without
feeling it himself. He cannot watch a brother starve and not supply food to him, for he also hungers and
thirsts. And that is why Paul writes:
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Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all
the churches. Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin,
and I do not inwardly burn?
Is not the fulfillment of the law of Christ manifested in bearing one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2)?
And how heavy a burden is sin! When a Christian sees sin in the Church, he cannot let it continue. He
confronts it and does what is right to keep the Body pure and holy, and when he does this, he does not do
it with joy but with sorrow. In Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians, in reference to a previous letter, he
wrote:
For I wrote you out of great distress and anguish of heart and with
many tears, not to grieve you but to let you know the depth of my love
for you.
As much as it hurts, love confronts. Wisdom and sorrow merge as one.
And now we come to a third sorrow, not only over our own sin or the sins in the Church, but also
for the sins of the lost.
He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar
with suffering.
Jesus is God, but He walked amongst us as a man. He knew compassion, not just for righteous
people but for sinners as well. Being surrounded by the misery passed down through the ages since the
original sin, He could not help but sorrow. He was indeed familiar with suffering; with pain, death,
sickness, loneliness at the separation from God. When Jesus looked upon the multitudes, He felt
compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd (Matt. 9:36). So He healed the
sick, raised the dead, fed the hungry, and He did all this without making a distinction between those who
believed in Him and those who did not. When He fed the five thousand, He did not separate the true
followers from the curious. He did not let the unbelieving go without; He fed them all (Mk. 6:30-44).
Jesus sorrowed for all mankind. He died for all mankind, although most reject this great priceless
gift. All men are our neighbors (Luke 10:25-37), and that is why “Jesus wept” (John 11:35) over the
power of death, and why He lamented over the future of Jerusalem (Matt. 23:37). He lamented as
Jeremiah had lamented nearly 650 years before, “How deserted lies the city, once so full of people!”
(Lam. 1:1).
Wisdom brings sorrow for the lost, for we, more than they, realize the eternal destruction to
which they are bound. It weighs us down so that in all humility we may groan for them, as Paul groaned
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for Israel:
I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish
that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my
brothers . . .
Wisdom is despised by the world, because sinners do not like their sins revealed. The world hates
Jesus Christ and those who would conform to His likeness. Wisdom also brings sorrow and grief because
it reveals sin in us, in the Church, and in the world.
But this sorrow will not last forever, for God’s wisdom will eventually do away with sin and
sorrow and grief, death, sickness and loneliness. One day He will judge all things, and He will wipe away
every tear. So do not fear Wisdom:
Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy. He who goes out
weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying
sheaves with him.
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1 Kings 12 gives us the account of Israel’s split with Judah. Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, succeeded him as
king. The people of Israel came to Rehoboan and asked that he lighten the heavy yoke that Solomon had
placed upon them.
Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who had served his father
Solomon during his lifetime. “How would you advise me to answer
these people?” he asked. They replied, “If today you will be a servant to
these people and serve them, and give them a favorable answer, they
will always be your servants.” But Rehoboam rejected the advice the
elders gave him and consulted the young men who had grown up with
him and were serving him.
The young men gave Rehoboam bad advice, and the result was a divided kingdom that never
regained its former splendor. Rehoboam kept unwise company.
Remember how concerned parents used to be that their children not get involved with the wrong
crowd? In today’s world, that kind of love and protection is often regarded with scorn by parents, and
especially among the youth of this generation. The media has, in fact, so corrupted the moral value system
that we admire antiheroes rather than heroes: The bad guy who shoots a worse bad guy; the vigilante who
takes vengeance into his own hands; the criminal who beats the system. This brings up questions. Who
should we admire? Who is the “right” crowd? Who is the wrong crowd? Most people don’t know; they’re
confused. But does it really matter? Yes! It matters very much because we are influenced by those with
whom we associate, and even more so by those we call “friends” and admire.
The Bible gives us clear instruction about those with whom we should fellowship. We needn’t be
at all confused. We need only study and obey.
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Wrong Company Corrupts
Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.”

Satan is going to tell us lies. He is the father of lies, and his slaves in this world are obedient to
him in spreading his lies to others. One of Satan’s most common tactics is to call evil “good” and good
“evil” (see Isa. 5:20).
The ultimate blasphemy was when Jesus Christ was crucified, when “He who knew no sin” was
punished as a criminal. The religious leaders would not accept the testimony of Jesus, but even worse,
they would not accept the testimony of the Holy Spirit, who testified through Scripture and miraculous
signs. In the gospel of Mark 3:22-30, we find that the teachers of the law accused Jesus of being
possessed by Beelzebub and that Jesus exorcised demons by the power of Satan. Good is evil.
Today, as much as ever, Satan is out to confuse the issues and pervert the truth. “Righteousness is
out,” he says. “Sin is in.” But let us take the advice that Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “Do not be
misled.”
At the time of Paul’s writing, Corinth was the fourth largest city of the Roman Empire, containing
some 250,000 to 400,000 people. It was wealthy and industrious, being located on the principal trade
route to Rome, and, like any thriving metropolis, it contained every sin and corruption under the sun.
Greatest among its vices was sexual immorality.
Corinth was the center of Aphrodite worship. The temple to her honor was replete with a
thousand female prostitutes who were available to anyone for a price. Likewise, the temple of Apollo
catered to male homosexuality. It was understandably very difficult for the Christians of this city, who
had lived a life of sexual indulgence before they learned of Christ, to resist the temptations which
surrounded them.
When Paul finally left there, Satan stepped up his attack by corrupting the church from within.
False teachers infiltrated the congregation and taught their “new” higher form of knowledge, a
philosophical approach which included a generous amount of sexual tolerance. They were so tolerant, in
fact, that they were actually proud of their liberality in accepting a man who was sleeping with his
father’s wife. These men justified their immorality by misapplying what Paul had taught concerning
freedom in Christ (1 Cor. 6:12-13). “Everything is permissible,” they said. “Food for the stomach and the
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stomach for food.” In effect, evil is good. But Paul was swift to rebuke this error:
Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God?
Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor
adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves
nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit
the kingdom of God. And that is what some of you were. But you were
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of God.
Paul was telling the Corinthians to purify themselves, to recognize that the body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19-20), and that, as such, they must be set apart. We also must be careful of the
company we keep. We must be one with our brethren and be a testimony to the unsaved. We must be
wise, lest we be led once again into the dissipation from which we have been redeemed.
Paul gave the Corinthian Christians wise counsel. He told them how they ought to relate to those
outside the church and to wrongdoers within the church.

In the Church
I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral
people. Not at all meaning people of this world who are immoral, or the
greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave
this world. But now I am writing you that you must not associate with
anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy,
an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do
not even eat. What business is it of mine to judge those outside the
church? Are you not to judge those inside? God will judge those
outside. “Expel the wicked man from among you.”
To the Thessalonians, Paul wrote:
In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to
keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live according to
the teaching you received from us.
Christians are not to associate with people who call themselves believers yet flaunt the sin in their
lives. That is sometimes very difficult to do, but the Church must remain pure. Paul told the Corinthians
to “judge” those inside the church, and to “expel” the wicked man. That’s a stern command that is too
often ignored.
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Perhaps you have found, as I have, that people confronted with sin will often respond with
Matthew 7:1. “Do not judge or you too will be judged.” They may even take an extra moment to point out
that these are Jesus’ own words during the Sermon on the Mount. But Jesus Christ and His servant Paul
are not disagreeing. Jesus is condemning hypocritical judgment: judgment without love and without
mercy. He is warning those who would put themselves into a position as judge over another, while they
themselves harbor sin and do not judge themselves. On the other hand, Paul is calling for purity. He’s not
negating love and mercy, but clarifying it in context of the church--for the body’s health and its testimony
to the world. Let’s see why this is imperative.



Tolerance of sin leads Christians astray. It spreads within the body like cancer. In order
for the body to stay healthy, the cancer must be removed. Paul used the same illustration
that Jesus had used: “Don’t you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of
dough?” (1 Cor. 5:6).
Unless the cancer is eradicated, it can become so prevalent that the body goes numb. The
body no longer feels the effects of corruption. The sin becomes acceptable and
eventually, it even becomes desirable. Evil becomes good. “Do not be misled, bad
company corrupts good character.”



Tolerance of sin leads the unsaved astray. It ruins our testimony because unbelievers will
judge all Christians by the evildoer’s standard. They will point at the wicked man and at
us, and the word they speak will be “hypocrite.” Therefore, we must show the world that
we live by a different standard, not a double-standard.

Outside the Church
Paul made a distinction between the sinning believer and the unsaved person. After all efforts to restore a
sinning brother have failed (see Matt. 18:15-20), we are to disfellowship him; turn him over to Satan that
he might learn not to mock God and that he might come to repentance (1 Cor. 5:5). In doing this, we no
longer associate with him, but from within the church--from as great a distance as he has alienated
himself from us and Christ--we call for him to repent and return.
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With the unsaved it is a different matter. We can associate with them, in the sense of being
acquainted within society (1 Cor. 5:9-10), but we must not be bound to them as partner or intimate friend
(see Josh. 23:7-8).
Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness
and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have
with darkness? What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What
does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What agreement is
there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the
Living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among
them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” Therefore,
come out from them and be separate, says the Lord.
The word “fellowship” in the above passage was translated from the Greek word metoche,
meaning partnership. This applies in business but is even more important in matters of love. We are to
love our lost neighbors with agape love, the same kind of love that God had for us while we were still His
enemies. But we must never be dependent upon their love in return. We may associate with them. How
else are we going to be ambassadors for Christ (2 Cor. 5:20)? But we must neither participate in their
worldly lifestyle nor be tied to them financially, emotionally, or sexually (see 1 Cor. 6:15-20).
This does not mean that a Christian should divorce his unsaved wife. The marriage has been
sanctified through the saved partner (1 Cor. 7:12-15):
. . . But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or
woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in
peace.
Let’s focus on four very practical reasons why we should avoid wrong company:

1.

Fools are treacherous.

“Whoever flatters his neighbor is spreading a net for his feet” (Prov. 29:5). Fools don’t care very much
who they hurt, as long as it serves their immediate purpose. This is true even with the most philanthropicappearing individuals. Worldly people will lie to, cheat, rob, damn, or flatter anyone, given the right
circumstances. “Do not envy wicked men, do not desire their company” (24:1).

2.

The company of fools will make you foolish.

Foolishness is a communicable disease. The longer you are exposed to it, the more likely you are to
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succumb to it. “Stay away from a foolish man, for you will not find knowledge on his lips” (14:7).

3.

Fools tear you down.

They destroy you psychologically, morally, physically, and spiritually. They “corrupt good character.”
Stay away from them.

4.

The company of fools is dangerous.

The path of a fool is full of peril. He leads himself into all kinds of trouble and will not hesitate to drag
others along with him. God’s hand, His wrath, is against the wicked.
In the hand of the Lord is a cup full of foaming wine mixed with spices;
he pours it out, and all the wicked of the earth drink it down to its very
dregs.
This is the cup of God’s wrath, the same cup that was poured out upon Sodom and Gomorrah.
Abraham’s nephew Lot settled in Sodom (Gen. 19), and became a man of distinction, being
allowed to sit at the gateway (v. 1), but he was in great danger of being destroyed along with everyone
else in the city. He escaped with his life because God is merciful; nevertheless, he suffered for his alliance
with the city’s wretched inhabitants. He lost all he possessed. His wife, who looked back, perhaps because
she regretted what she was leaving behind, was turned into a pillar of salt; and Lot’s daughters had
become so influenced by evil company that they later committed incest with their own father after first
getting him drunk.
The story of Samson and Delilah is a marvelous example of all four of these dangers (read Judges
16). First, in verse 1, we find Samson spending a night with a prostitute. Soon thereafter, he fell in love
with another prostitute (v. 4). The only difference with Delilah was that she was accepting her payment
from Samson’s Philistine enemies.
Delilah had no conscience. She used all of her flattery, cunning, and feminine charm to gain the
information she wanted. She was a fool for money, and her treachery will never be forgotten.
Secondly, beyond his faith, Samson was not very wise. He was always getting himself into
trouble, but the Lord would deliver him because he had faith in God (Heb. 11:32-34). Yet, there is a point
at which God removes His protection from the perpetually disobedient and foolish.
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Delilah tried to deliver Samson into the hands of the Philistines on three occasions, but each time
Samson deceived her regarding the secret of his strength. Delilah’s response was “You have made a fool
of me” (vv. 10, 13, 15). But it was Samson who was the greater fool, because, despite all the evidence
against Delilah, he could not see the fact that she was his enemy. The longer he stayed around her, the
more foolish he became, until her persistent “nagging” (v. 16) led him to tell the secret. The real tragedy
is that this wasn’t even the first time that Samson had fallen for such a trick (read Judges 14).
Thirdly, the result of his foolishness was the loss of his strength and of his sight--which seems a
just recompense for such stupidity. Samson was also demoralized, humiliated, and spiritually separated
from God (v. 20).
Finally, Samson was made a laughingstock. The Philistines made sport of him. Can you not
envision the three thousand foolish men and women crowded into the temple of Dagon, their god? While
they mocked the true God of Israel, they praised an idol of stone. I can imagine Samson in the center of
the temple, being led around by the hand as entertainment, while the rulers of Philistia laughed from their
lofty seats. I can also imagine God’s anger as His cup of wrath poured out upon them.
The Philistines received the just reward for their foolishness, but let us not forget that Samson too
was crushed beneath the temple stones (v. 30). Wrong company is dangerous.

The Value of Right Company
Paul didn’t just leave the Corinthians warnings about whom they should avoid; he made it clear to them
that they belonged to each other, that they had responsibilities to one another which go beyond an
association, even beyond worldly love. “Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body; for
we all partake of the one loaf” (1 Cor. 10:17). All of us who have given ourselves to Christ partake of
Him. We share in His suffering and in His salvation. We are the body of Christ--one body united in Spirit.
We are “heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17). We’ve been adopted by God the Father (2
Cor. 6:18). Jesus Christ is our brother, and we are members of one family (Heb. 2:11). We are united (1
John 4:15). Jesus said:
“Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me.
Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in
my Father, and you are in me and I am in you.”
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Because we are united through Christ in such a beautiful way, our friendships within the church
body take on a complete empathy. We suffer together, rejoice together, praise together, and weep
together. Why would anyone prefer to be friends with the world when this other kind of lasting friendship
and love are available?
Let’s see how those four perils of wrong company match up to the advantages of right company:



Fools are treacherous, but a wise friend is faithful.
“Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses.”

God is faithful (Heb. 10:23; Ps. 36:5; 2 Tim. 2:13). Perfect love and faithfulness are part of God’s divine
nature. He expects the same kind of love and faithfulness from His children, who have taken on the nature
of Christ. God is so gracious that He will even supply the love and faith which we are incapable of
producing from ourselves. We need only be willing receptacles, or perhaps a better word would be
conduit, through which the Spirit of God works.
A true friend of God remains faithful to God and to those whom He has chosen out of the world.
As the psalmist wrote, “I am a friend to all who fear you, to all who follow your precepts” (Ps. 119:63).
Whatever the circumstances, a friend will not abandon you. When you are in trouble, he stands by your
side. When you are in sin, he corrects you in love. When you wrong him, he seeks to reconcile.



The company of fools will lead you into foolishness, but companionship
with the wise will make you wise.
A thirsty man in the desert will drink of the water that is available. If he drinks from a fresh

spring, he will be refreshed, but if he drinks from a poison spring, he will become sick and die. We have
the advantage of being able to choose the springs from which we drink. We should choose carefully and
not be deceived by waters that look sweet but are actually bitter.
He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools
suffers harm.



Fools tear you down, but wise companions build you up.
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as
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you see the Day approaching.
Love is not self-seeking (1 Cor. 13:5); it considers others as being more important than ourselves.
It does for others what you would have done for yourself (Matt. 7:12). A friend does not become jealous
when you receive honor. He does not try to tear you down to make himself look better. On the contrary,
he rejoices in your success and does everything he can to encourage you and build you up above himself.
Godly support fulfills our needs on two essential levels, both spiritually and emotionally. An
unsaved person may meet some of our emotional needs, but never the spiritual.



Fools are dangerous, but right company keeps you safe.

The unsaved are already suffering under God’s wrath and condemnation (John 3:18; Rom. 1:18), but
Christians are under God’s umbrella of protection and blessing (Matt. 6:33-34; Ps. 125:2). If you are in
the proximity of God’s judgment on others, you may suffer along with them. If you are in the proximity
of God’s blessing on others, you may partake of their blessing. Let’s not forget that God was willing to
spare Sodom and Gomorrah for the sake of only ten righteous men (Gen. 18:32).
The wise in Christ will not seek the harm of another. Because they love God with all their hearts,
souls, and minds, and because they love their neighbors as themselves, they look after the interests of
others and are safe to be around. Therefore, protection comes from both God and those who are wise.

The Best Friend
A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who
sticks closer than a brother.
The one friend who matters most to everyone’s life is God. In the person of Jesus Christ we can
know God. We have fellowship with Him. To refuse this fellowship, made possible through the death and
triumphant resurrection of the Son, is to remain an enemy of God. The Father does not desire to inflict
punishment on man, but He does so according to His holiness. It is man’s complacency in dealing with
the sin issue, according to God’s plan, that sends him to hell. Scripture gives us a warning not to reject
Wisdom:
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“But since you rejected me when I called and no one gave heed when I
stretched out my hand, since you ignored all my advice and would not
accept my rebuke, I in turn will laugh at your disaster; I will mock when
calamity overtakes you--when calamity overtakes you like a storm,
when disaster sweeps over you like a whirlwind, when distress and
trouble overwhelm you. Then they will call to me but I will not answer;
they will look for me but will not find me. Since they hated knowledge
and did not choose to fear the Lord, since they would not accept my
advice and spurned my rebuke, they will eat the fruit of their ways and
be filled with the fruit of their schemes. For the waywardness of the
simple will kill them, and the complacency of fools will destroy them;
but whoever listens to me will live in safety and be at ease without fear
of harm.”
This warning comes from a friend, not an enemy. An enemy would not warn us. God calls to us.
He has initiated the move towards fellowship with Him. Despite all man’s attempts at religion, he cannot
reach the Almighty God. Despite all of his sacrifices and good deeds, he cannot placate God. He cannot
be God’s friend unless God chooses to be man’s friend. And God does. “God, who has called you into
fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful” (1 Cor. 1:9).
How marvelous to know that the Father has called us into fellowship with His Son, “while we
were still sinners” (Rom. 5:8b)! And it is God, in the person of Jesus Christ, who calls us to a deeper
relationship, even after we are saved:
“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.” (Rev.

3:20)
The world cannot comprehend having a relationship with Jesus. Many people equate such a
statement of faith as being comparable to saying, “I have a relationship with the Santa Claus.” They do
not believe that Jesus Christ is alive today. Others are lost through a different but equally dangerous
misconception, amounting to unbelief. They accept that Jesus lives. They intellectually assent to all that
He has done for them, but they simply don’t believe that it is possible to know Him in a personal way.
Maybe they doubt that Jesus would want a relationship with them. What they are really saying is that
Jesus lied. They are challenging God’s sincerity. Or, perhaps, they don’t believe they can uphold their end
of the relationship. Hebrews 11:6 calls this a lack of faith:
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those
who earnestly seek him.
The truth and the good news is that we can be God’s friend. Jesus has promised it, proven it by
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the ultimate sacrifice of friendship, and told us how it is possible through obedience:
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his
friends. You are my friends, if you do what I command. I no longer call
you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business.
Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my
Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose
you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the
Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my
command: Love each other.”
Love is the goal and the gauge of all friendship, whether it’s between people or between God and
man (read 1 John 4:7-21). It is possible to be obedient to God if the Spirit of Christ lives in you. Christ’s
yoke is not burdensome. We can love God because He first loved us. We can be a friend of God because
He wants to be our friend. What a friend we have in Jesus!
The company we keep does matter. We must be wise in our choices, shunning evil and clinging
to what is wholesome and holy. We must not be linked with immoral persons who profess to be
Christians, but we must associate with unbelievers so that we can introduce them to Christ. At the same
time, we must not become entangled with the world but be separate from it.
Be united with Jesus Christ and his Church, and you will be living wisely.
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“I, wisdom, dwell together with prudence; I possess knowledge and
discretion.”
The ability to handle practical matters judiciously, prudence, is never more apparent than when
we speak. The tongue is capable of all manner of evil, even unintended evil. Indeed, more wounds have
been caused by careless words than by bullets, blades, and bombs combined. But with prudence and
discretion we find wisdom.
We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says,
he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.
When we put bits in the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we
can turn the whole animal. Or take ships as an example. Although they
are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very
small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. Likewise the tongue is a
small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great
forest is set on fire by a small spark. The tongue also is a fire, a world of
evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the
whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.
All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are
being tamed and have been tamed by man, but no man can tame the
tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.
With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse
men, who have been made in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth
come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. Can both
fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? My brothers, can
a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring
produce fresh water.”
Man already has the knowledge of good and evil. Unless he is self-deceived and does not
recognize his own motives (which is entirely possible), he knows when he is speaking a lie or gossip or
profanity or any of the other forms of vocally transmitted sin. As Isaiah wrote, “For the fool speaks folly,
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his mind is busy with evil. . .” (32:6a).
The tongue can be a vicious weapon. Though it is small, it can do a lot of damage. It’s like a
spark that causes a forest fire: the rudder of a ship that, left untended, could lead the vessel to destruction.
Evil men boast by it and love the deceit that it speaks (Ps. 52:1-4), but no evil speech will go unpunished.
Everyone will ultimately give account to God for the things he does, thinks, and says in this life--the
righteous man as well as the wicked (Rom. 14:9-12), because even the righteous man cannot totally and
consistently control his tongue. If he could, he would be perfect, and there has never been a perfect man
except Jesus Christ.
It is impossible for man to make himself perfect, but with God all things are possible (Matt.
19:26). Thus, all things are made possible to him who believes (Mark 9:23). Just as Isaiah’s unclean lips
were made clean by the touch of the hot coal from God’s altar (Isa. 6:5-7), so our lips can be made clean,
our sin atoned for, our guilt removed. God can purify the most profane mouth.
James, in his epistle, gives us an accurate appraisal of the tongue and the damage it can cause but
he also does something more: he throws the responsibility on us to control what we say. Just as we are
responsible to maintain our holiness before God (refer to chapter 5 of this book), so the Christian is
responsible to control his speech. “If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein
on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless” (James 1:26).
If our mouth is constantly getting us and others into trouble, it is because we have not turned
control of it over to God. He can put a guard on our lips (Ps. 141:3) so that the words of our mouth are fit
to drink, and the proper fruit is growing on the vine. The Spirit who lives in us will bring about a positive
change in our attitudes, our thoughts, and even our words.

Good Speech
As we live a righteous life in Christ, He will displace the “old man”, our old nature, with His nature. That
does not mean that the old nature has left us, but that its power over us has been diminished. It has been
pushed aside to make room for God.
We can choose either to feed the “natural man” or the “spiritual man.” Whichever one we feed
will become the more dominant in our character, and the other will grumble for attention. This is why we
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often find ourselves fluctuating between the two extremes. When we feed the spirit, the sin nature starves
and grows weak. We will certainly feel compelled to feed it, but when we do so, the spiritual man starves
and grows weak. Actually, vacillating between the two is a losing proposition over the long term, for the
flesh is insatiable (Eph. 4:19). It is better to starve the old nature to total lethargy than to keep bouncing
back and forth. So it is with our speech. The more right words and attitudes we express through our
mouths, the less room there is for filthy language, angry words, and the like.
The following verses help us to understand the qualities of good speech. Do take the time to look
them up in your Bible and apply them to your life: Good speech is gentle (Prov. 15:1-2; 25:15); it is wise
and just (Ps. 37:30); it is gracious (Eccles. 10:12; Col. 4:6); it is pleasant (Prov. 16:21-24); it is tactful and
diplomatic (Prov. 10:32); it is wholesome and edifying (Eph. 4:29); it is thankful (Eph. 5:4); it is truthful
(Titus 2:8); it is full of praise to God (Ps. 51:14-15).

The Root of the Problem
No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each
tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thorn
bushes, or grapes from briers. The good man brings good things out of
the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out
of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his
mouth speaks.
Every tree starts from a seed or a cutting. It begins to grow, and the roots go deep into the earth.
When a storm strikes a mature tree and wind threatens to topple it, it is the roots that keep it standing tall.
They absorb water and nutrients from the soil for nourishment. If the tree is planted in poor soil, the fruit
will reflect the same.
In what kind of soil is your heart planted? Are you rooted in the world, with all its lusts and
passions? Do you absorb the poison of sin? Or are you rooted in the Wisdom of God, absorbing His truth
and love? Your mouth will show where your heart is planted. Be rooted and established in love (Eph.
3:17).
A parallel account of the above passage of Scripture can be found in Matthew 12:33-37, yet this
account adds something not found in Luke 6:
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“But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment
for every careless word they have spoken. For by your words you will
be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.”
In context, Jesus was speaking primarily to the hypocrisy of the Pharisees who had accused Him
of being from Satan. They had just blasphemed the Holy Spirit, and so their own words, which reflected
the impenitent attitude of their hearts, would condemn them. But Jesus also said, “For by your words you
will be acquitted. . .” This was spoken of those who would confess with their mouths that Jesus Christ is
Lord (Rom. 10:9-10) so that, for them, there is no condemnation (Rom. 8:1).
Our mouth has the power to condemn or acquit us by expressing what our heart believes (read
Matt. 10:32-33). God will use our own words as evidence to justify our eternal destiny, life or death.
Where is your heart planted?

Oaths, Vows, and Rash Words
Christians will give account for every word they speak: every rash statement, every curse, and every vow.
That is why James wrote:
Above all, my brothers, do not swear -- not by heaven or by earth or by
anything else. Let your “yes” be yes, and your “no”, no, or you will be
condemned.
Here the condemnation is not in regard to our destiny; that has been determined already by our
faith, but in regard to our eternal rewards. God may withhold a treasure we could have received, or we
may not be entrusted with the responsibilities we could have held before the throne.

 Oaths
Compare the previous verse to what Jesus said during the Sermon on the Mount in regard to oaths:
“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not
break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.’ But I
tell you, do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; or
by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of
the Great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make
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even one hair white or black. Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your
‘No,’ ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote the following in his book The Cost of Discipleship:
“What is an oath? It is an appeal made to God in public, calling Him to
witness a statement made in connection with an event or fact, past,
present, or future. By means of the oath, men invoke the omniscient
deity to avenge the truth. . . The very existence of oaths is proof that
there are such things as lies.”
The Christian does not need to swear an oath to prove he is speaking the truth. Every word we
speak is already being spoken in the presence of God so that the oath is made obsolete, and it should be
avoided because it creates doubt as to the veracity of everything we say. In fact, it can even become a
protection for the lie, as in the instance of perjury. For these reasons, Christ denounced the irreverent,
hypocritical practice, as it was performed by the “religious” of His day.
God despises false witnesses. He speaks against them over and over again throughout Scripture,
but people still insist upon lying, even after saying the words, “I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, so help me God!” Exaggeration and outright perjury have become so prevalent
in judicial proceedings that the oath has become a mere formality without sincerity. There is a saying
which I believe aptly applies: “A righteous man does not need an oath; a wicked man will not heed an
oath.”
Regardless of the abuses, however, Jesus did testify under oath before the Sanhedrin (Matt.
26:63-64), and it is also permissible for the believer to testify under oath in a court of law, for that court
has been instituted by God and represents, in a corporeal sense, His very judgment seat.

 Vows
A “vow” is a special kind of oath, a promise pertaining to the completion of some future act or event,
rather than swearing to the truth of something in the past. The thirtieth chapter of Numbers gives us a look
at the obligation behind a vow (even one rashly made) under the Old Covenant. The first and second
verses give us a clear indication of the importance God puts on fulfilling our promises to Him:
Moses said to the heads of the tribes of Israel: “This is what the Lord
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commands: When a man makes a vow to the Lord or takes an oath to
obligate himself by a pledge, he must not break his word but must do
everything he said.”
The chapter continues by giving conditions under which the husband, who is the head over his wife, could
nullify a vow that she made, and how a father could nullify a vow his daughter had made. But no
condition would nullify the promise which a male, widow, or divorced woman made, for they were not
subject to another.
God takes promises to Him very seriously. Consequently, Solomon urged that we not be hasty in
uttering anything before God. He calls anyone who utters a vow that he cannot or will not fulfill as being
a fool (see Eccles. 5:2-7), and doing so is a sin (v. 6). If more people took God’s word seriously, there
might be fewer divorces in this world. The marriage vow is certainly the most important public vow that
any of us will ever make, and yet it is also the most dishonored by those who make it.
With these facts in mind, you might easily come to the conclusion that God doesn’t actually like
vows at all, that He would prefer that we just do as we have purposed in our heart. Excepting the wedding
vows, which serve as a binding contract between two individuals and God, and institutes those in
attendance as witnesses, I would agree with this conclusion:
First, God knows that Satan will often use our emotions against us, even our emotion of love. We
may get carried away and promise something very unwise. Because God loves us, He would rather spare
us the consequences of a foolish vow.
Secondly, vows create a great temptation to bargain with God. “If you do this for me, I promise to
do thus for you.” In times of trouble many people are drawn into this error out of desperation. God does
not bargain with man. There is nothing that we could possibly offer Him that isn’t His already (Gen. 1:1).
None of our righteous deeds have an intrinsic value (Isa. 64:6). Even if the promise is sincere, what
impact will it have on eternity? How will our sacrifice compensate God for the smallest favor? God wants
to give us only what is best for us, and He will, if we have dealt with the sin problem, abide in Christ, and
ask of Him.
Thirdly, a vow tests the patience of God by claiming control over the future. How can anyone say
what he will do tomorrow, when he might die tonight? It is God who has numbered our days (Ps. 139:16).
Man has no authority to make a promise. To do so is to claim authority over one’s own life, wresting it
from God. That’s why anything a Christian says he will do should be under the proviso, “God willing”
(James 4:13-17).
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Judges 11:28-40 gives us an example of an unwise vow. The Israelites, as was so often the case at
this period of Israel’s history, had turned away from God and unto idols. Because of this, God sold them
into the hands of the Ammonites and Philistines (10:6-8). When Israel finally repented, after a full
eighteen years of oppression, God “could bear Israel’s misery no longer” (10:16). He used an illegitimate
son of Gilead, named Jephthah, to deliver the people.
Jephthah worshipped the true God. This was clearly demonstrated by the message he sent to the
Ammonite king (11:15-27), at the end of which, he put the matter into the Almighty’s hands. “Let the
Lord, the Judge, decide the dispute this day between the Israelites and the Ammonites.” But Jephthah was
not content to leave it at that. As he went out to battle the enemy, he foolishly tried to strike a bargain
with God over a concern which God had already decided:
And Jephthah made a vow to the Lord: “If you give the Ammonites into
my hands, whatever comes out of the door of my house to meet me
when I return in triumph from the Ammonites will be the Lord’s, and I
will sacrifice it as a burnt offering.”
Sadly, his only child, his daughter, came out of the house to meet him upon his return home, and
so, what should have been a time of rejoicing turned into a time of mourning. Jephthah did fulfill his vow,
thus proving his love for God to be greater than his love for his daughter, but his loss should serve as a
warning to us to be wise in what we say before our Father in heaven.

 Rash Words
“Rash words” are not necessarily the mark of a fool, but they certainly are unwise. Foolishness is
something that all of us, even the best of us, are susceptible to; nevertheless, if it is a regular occurrence,
we can expect regular consequences. “Do you see a man who speaks in haste? There is more hope for a
fool than for him” (Prov. 29:20).
Most of us are in the habit of making statements in search of a context. We tend to let the tongue
operate independently of the brain. We don’t think before we speak. This lack of prudence can give us
inexpressible grief, for it only takes one moment of speaking from the wickedness stored up in our heart
to destroy what we have striven a lifetime to establish. Trust can be ruined; a marriage can be crushed; a
goal can become unobtainable. Look at all that Moses did to the glory of God: his writing, his leadership,
his obedience, his suffering with the children of Israel so that he too might enter the Promised Land. Yet,

82

he lost the prize because of one incident (see Numbers 20:1-13):
By the waters of Meribah they angered the Lord and trouble came to
Moses because of them; for they rebelled against the Spirit of God, and
rash words came from Moses’ lips.
So much damage against ourselves and others can be prevented if we will just think before we
speak and act! Prudence always considers the effect of words.

Discretion
My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become angry.
Discretion is more than knowing what to say or not to say; it’s also knowing when to speak and
with whom to speak. In a previous chapter, we discussed how the Wisdom of God protects us as we
continue to walk in righteousness. Let’s take this opportunity to expand on the subject.
Discretion is a “response” to wisdom (Prov. 5:1-2). We must consider the effect of what we say
and do, based upon the foresight and understanding that God has given us through Scripture, advice of
friends, experience, the Spirit, etcetera. Indiscretion either ignores or misinterprets this important step and
goes right to an action. Fools blurt out folly and, in so doing, reveal themselves for what they are, at their
cost and the expense of others. But a wise man keeps silent and preserves himself and his reputation as a
testimony pointing to God:
A man of knowledge uses words with restraint, and a man of
understanding is even-tempered. Even a fool is thought wise if he keeps
silent, and discerning if he holds his tongue.
If a fool can be thought wise through silence, then a wise man can certainly be proved wise
through the same means.

Protecting Others
“Loose lips sink ships” was a popular slogan of World War II. There is no way of calculating how much
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harm was caused by loose lips during this war, but the amount must have been considerable. Spies were
everywhere. A moment of bragging in a bar or social gathering could have cost thousands of lives.
Imagine what could have happened had someone spread the secret information concerning the invasion of
Normandy. The indiscretion would have proved disastrous.
You see, the truth can be as destructive as a lie. Aren’t both slander and gossip sin (Prov. 11:1213)? Slander is always a lie, while gossip can be the truth, but neither is an expression of love. We may
try to disguise it as such, using catchy, compassionate-sounding phrases like: “Isn’t it a shame what
happened to . . .” or, even worse, “Jane needs prayer. Or haven’t you heard? . . .” If Jane does in fact need
prayer, maybe that’s what we ought to be doing rather than spreading the news.
I’m not saying that we should never share our friend’s or family’s needs with others, but that we
should be certain that God and the people concerned would approve. By doing so, we can avoid hurting
them with our words. We don’t want to hurt but to help.
Besides the immediate harm indiscretion can cause others, it could also bounce back on us by
proving us untrustworthy, to the detriment of our Christian testimony. As Proverbs 11:13 states: “. . . a
trustworthy man keeps a secret.” A destroyed testimony holds hidden venom. Suppose your friend has
trusted in you concerning a private matter and, through a slip of the tongue, it becomes common
knowledge. Any sound advice that you might have given will become instantly suspect. Your friend may
not trust you in the future. He may become hostile towards God’s Wisdom and turn to foolishness out of
anger or self-pity. Do you suppose that you will bear no responsibility before God for what others do as a
result of your sins?
Let’s take discretion a step further and assume that your Christian friend is living in a sin of
which you have become aware. The proper way to approach this Christian is discussed in Matthew 18:1520. The first step, and it is emphasized in verse 15, is to approach him or her yourself, keeping it “just
between the two of you” (1 Pet. 4:8). Church discipline need only be pursued when all attempts at
reconciliation have been exhausted. Our duty cannot be ignored. We must protect our neighbors, love
them as we love ourselves, and do unto them as we would have done for ourselves.

Protecting Ourselves
“Discretion will protect you, and understanding will guard you.”
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(Prov. 2:11)
Holding your tongue is wise, according to Proverbs 10:13 and 19, because “The mouth of a fool
invites ruin.” God will preserve the righteous by His providential care (refer to chapter 6 of this book), but
He will not put up with foolishness forever. If we insist on digging a pit, God will allow us to fall into it.
The world is watching us. It is observing us, listening to us, trying to find out what this
Christianity we profess is all about. After all, what God offers is revolutionary. The gospel rubs against
the grain of everything man’s sinful nature desires. Therefore, we ought to be examples of Christ, who
live such godly lives that we present no opportunities for slander (1 Tim. 5:14).
Both slander and gossip are going to be brought against the Christian anyway (1 Pet. 2:12; 3:16),
and many enemies of the cross (Phil. 3:18-19) will use our very words against us to discredit the message
of hope we bring. We should be extra careful not to add fuel to the fire. Discretion in action and speech
will protect us and the message of peace we bear.

Discretion Around Enemies
I said, “I will watch my ways and keep my tongue from sin; I will put a
muzzle on my mouth as long as the wicked are in my presence.”

(Ps. 39:1)
Men of evil intent have to be discreet around their peers, how much more does a righteous man
need to be discreet around his enemies? Will they not take every opportunity to destroy the work that God
has begun?
This may seem so obvious that it need not be pointed out, but many godly men and women have
fallen into the traps set by deceivers. Sometimes, a lack of discernment --perhaps an inability to
distinguish the friends of the cross from the enemies-- can lead a Christian to make a mistake and reveal
something better kept secret. We may have the best intentions in revealing intimate details about
ourselves, some area of personal sin with which we may still struggle, or perhaps have long ago been
victorious over, but an enemy of God, who rejects His grace, will likely care very little about your
intention. He may use the revelation as a weapon. The prophet Jeremiah, in a moment of self-pity, cried to
God:

85

I hear many whispering, “Terror on every side! Report him! Let’s report
him!” All my friends are waiting for me to slip, saying, “Perhaps he will
be deceived; then we will prevail over him and take our revenge on
him.”
Jeremiah was discerning. He knew the hypocrisy of those who called themselves “friends” but
were actually enemies. This insight no doubt resulted in discretion that helped him complete the tasks
God had destined for him. The only revelations Jeremiah spoke to Judah were the words God wanted him
to speak, and these he could speak boldly, for God was his protector (20:11-13). Though he was weary of
life, he strove on and finished his work.
Wisdom must be exercised at all times. There are many personal details that should not be
revealed to strangers. Even our witness testimony should be carefully considered, reflecting discretion.

Matters of Confession
Scripture tells us to confess our sins, especially to those who are of the household of faith (James 5:16). In
most instances, open confession is the best way to be done with sin, to place oneself under the authority
of Christ and be held accountable in the future by God’s Church. To this end, many sorcerers in the city
of Ephesus (Acts 19:17-20) came forward to openly confess their evil deeds and destroy that which had
been holding them bondage. This not only strengthened the Church but also spread the gospel (v. 20).
Confession serves three purposes: to find forgiveness, always with God and often with men; to
purge our own conscience before both God and man; and also to serve as a testimony to the world,
especially towards those we have wronged.
Repentance and loving obedience is our obligation with God. Repentance and restitution is our
duty toward men. The story of Zacchaeus the tax collector illustrates how a willingness to clean the slate
can lead to eternal reward (read Luke 19:1-9). What joy Zacchaeus must have felt when he heard Jesus
say, “Today salvation has come to this house!” But there are circumstances under which confession to
men will serve no good purpose. It may actually end up destroying the confessor and hurting innocent
people. I realize that this statement comes dangerously close to supporting one of the tenets of secular
humanism, that truth (or honesty) is not an absolute but is relative to a given situation. I’m not saying that
at all. Truth is an absolute. The question is whether full disclosure to men is always wise.
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We can hide nothing from God. He already knows everything we have done and will do. He
knows the heart of man. His Word and Spirit convict us so that, when we confess sin to God, we are not
telling Him anything new, we are agreeing with what He has shown us. When we confess to God, He
forgives us (1 John 1:9), and the transgression is forgotten. With men, however, it is not always so simple.
People often feign forgiveness and never forget or let anyone else forget. For this reason, spiritual leaders
must be particularly cautious about what they reveal to people concerning their past or present struggles,
in order to safeguard the ministry God has given them. If we will examine ourselves honestly, we will
certainly also find areas of our lives that are better kept secret.
It can be extremely difficult to know how much or how little to say in a given situation, how to
uphold the truth while still guarding that which needs to be guarded. Scripture will not define the answer
for each and every circumstance we might encounter. We can rely upon examples from the lives of godly
men of Scripture, but even then we must be sure that their approach to the problem was not fleshly but
spiritual and acceptable before God.
David had his moments of tremendous faith in God, but he also had moments when he relied on
worldly wisdom. While Saul was still king of Israel, and was pursuing David to kill him, David had two
opportunities to take Saul’s life, but he didn’t. He would not harm the Lord’s anointed; not in the cave at
En Gedi (1 Sam. 24), nor when he had the chance on the hill of Hakilah (1 Sam. 26). David showed great
faith and reliance on God in both instances. After the second incident, David said to Saul:
“As surely as I valued your life today, so may the Lord value my life and
deliver me from all trouble.” Then Saul said to David, “May you be
blessed, my son David; you will do great things and surely triumph.” So
David went on his way, and Saul returned home.
They departed in peace. David had received the very protection from God that he had asked, but once the
pressure was off, he turned to his own wisdom to seek protection he did not need:
But David thought to himself, “One of these days I will be destroyed by
the hand of Saul. The best thing I can do is to escape to the land of the
Philistines. Then Saul will give up searching for me anywhere in Israel,
and I will slip out of his hand.”
God had made promises. He had supplied divine deliverance time and again. He had had David
anointed as future King of Israel, and yet David “thought to himself” that Saul would someday destroy
him. So David took his people to live with the Philistines (read 1 Sam. 27). Notice that God is nowhere
mentioned in this chapter. David made this move entirely on his own and decided to live by his own
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cunning. He also compromised the truth before the Philistine king. He raided, killed, and plundered the
friends of Philistia, but out of fear he told King Achish that he was attacking Israel. For the sake of
discretion, he left nobody alive who would reveal the truth.
This isn’t the kind of wisdom and discretion that God desires. In chapter thirty of 1 Samuel we
learn how God humbled David by allowing the Amalekites to raid David’s village and take captive the
property and families of his men and himself. David’s men were so embittered that they spoke of slaying
their leader, but David repented, sought the Lord, and the Lord his God led him in recapturing what had
been lost.
It was not David’s desire for discretion that was wrong, but his way of obtaining it. Discretion
and prudence may have been exactly what God wanted, but David sought it without God. If David had
been quicker to listen, God would have told him what to do and say, and what to keep silent about, just as
He had done with other spokesmen in the past. Let’s look at two examples.

1.

The Exodus
Moses said to the Lord, “O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in
the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of
speech and tongue.” The Lord said to him, “Who gave man his mouth?
Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him
blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Now go; I will help you speak and will teach
you what to say.”
Moses didn’t have a lot of confidence in himself, but the Lord God promised to lead the way and

give him the words to say and things to do that would result in the deliverance of the Hebrews from
Egypt. Now, it was clear to Moses what God’s purpose was in sending him. God was very specific in
explaining what his mission would be (3:7-10). “So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my
people the Israelites out of Egypt” (v. 10). This was the message that Moses was to deliver to the elders of
Israel (3:16-17), and yet, he was to reveal something less than the full story to Pharaoh. To Pharaoh he
was to say, “The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. Let us take a three-day journey into the
desert to offer sacrifices to the Lord our God” (3:18).
God does not lie. He revealed to Pharaoh only as much as he needed to hear. God never promised
that Israel would return to bondage after going on a three-day journey into the desert and making
sacrifices. Pharaoh must have already suspected that escape was the intent, so a kind of chess game
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played with words took place.
After the fourth plague on Egypt, the plague of flies, Pharaoh agreed to let Israel make sacrifices
to God, but only if they did it in Egypt. Moses countered that this would be detestable in the sight of the
Egyptians, who might stone the Israelites in response (8:24-32). True, but the overall design was to leave
Egypt.
After seven plagues, Pharaoh gave permission for Moses to take the men but not the women,
children, or livestock (10:8-11). Pharaoh suspected that the Israelites were “bent on evil” should they
depart. Moses said that they must all go because they were to celebrate a festival to the Lord. True, but
the overall purpose was deliverance.
The ninth plague was total darkness over the land (10:21-29). The Egyptians were fed up, but
Pharaoh was still trying to strike a bargain that would guarantee the return of the Israelites. He would
permit the men, women, and children to go but not the livestock. Moses said that all the livestock must go
as well. “We have to use some of them in worshipping the Lord our God, and until we get there we will
not know what we are to use to worship the Lord” (v. 26). True, but the overall reason was for complete
deliverance from Egypt, and that is what finally occurred. Checkmate!
Keep in mind that Moses was a prophet, and a prophet only spoke what was given to him by God.
We should never take it upon ourselves to play this game apart from God’s full guidance and approval.
Sadly, too many Christians use Jesus’ instruction to be shrewd as a license for self-serving deceptiveness
(Matt. 10:16).

2.

Samuel to Anoint David
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I
have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on
your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one
of his sons to be king.” But Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will hear
about it and kill me.” The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I
have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to sacrifice, and I will
show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”
Samuel did what the Lord said.”
Here, in God’s own words, Samuel is given a discreet response with which to answer Saul. Not a

lie, but only as much as Saul needed to hear. We can also be tactful and discreet without compromising
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our faith, but know this: God will not honor sinful motives. We must be sure of God’s will, for whatever
is not done in faith is sin.
Acceptable discretion can be assured as long as we are intimately united with the Wisdom of
God. The Spirit will guard our lips and guide our steps. God will instruct us when, where, and what to
speak. He will show us who to speak with and who to avoid (read Acts 16:6-10). There is a time and a
season for everything.

Words at the Proper Time
A time to be silent and a time to speak.
Spiritual discretion does not always result in silence. Discretion may certify that it is time to act.
The Holy Spirit may even prompt you to do or say something which flies in the face of all logic, but we
should not be disobedient simply because we do not understand. Remember that we are seeking to live
according to God’s wisdom not man’s wisdom. Indeed, a Christian’s greatest joy is to speak, proclaim,
shout the truth of God, and see a tangible result from the message.
It’s easy to question a decision to keep silent. Silence seldom leaves evidence to prove it was the
wise thing to do. The great reward of prudence and discretion exercised in silence is often that nothing
happened that might have happened otherwise. But since we don’t see what might have happened, it’s
easy to question whether we have acted wisely in obedience to God’s will. On the other hand, there is
often abundant evidence to tell us when we have spoken at the proper time. Just as words spoken
foolishly bear a consequence, so the right words spoken at the right time bear blessings for the listener
and the speaker.
A man may hear the salvation message a hundred times in his life and never believe it. He may go
to church every week for ten years, listen to audio tapes by the world’s most renowned evangelists and
theologians, read through the entire Bible, and yet still regard Jesus’ death on the cross with indifference
and confusion. Then, one day when he’s not feeling particularly secure in himself, somebody comes along
to lend a hand. Perhaps a Christian neighbor stops by for a visit, and the conversation leads to the topic of
salvation by grace, and suddenly everything falls into place. He believes and is saved because a Christian
felt compelled to pay a visit and try just once more, against all hope, to lead this man to eternal life.
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“A man finds joy in giving an apt reply--and how good is a timely word!”
“A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver.”
Whether in speaking or silence, whether in action or inaction, prudence and discretion reflect
wisdom from God. In the words of Francis Bacon, “Discretion in speech is more than eloquence.” Indeed,
it is much more.
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But of what use is wisdom if we haven’t the power to persuade ourselves to do as wisdom dictates? It is
one thing to know that smoking cigarettes is the leading cause of lung cancer, but it’s quite another, if you
are addicted, to quit smoking. It is one thing to know that gossip is a sin; it’s another to resist the
temptation to gossip. It is one thing to know that overindulgence of any appetite is unwise and harmful to
your physical and spiritual health; it’s another to cut back or completely abstain. In this chapter we will
look at some of what the Bible says about self-control.
I must confess to my own discomfort in writing this chapter, knowing that there are areas of my
life in which I struggle. We all have areas in which we are weak. Some we recognize, and some will be
revealed in due time. My prayer is that I, along with you, will be encouraged and strengthened to do
something about these weaknesses through God’s power.
Self-control is one of the eight great virtues recorded in 2 Peter 1:5-7. Each of these virtues ought
to be regarded by us as obtainable in the present. Though it is true that the absolute spiritual states of
faith, goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love cannot be
experienced until we are glorified in Christ and at last permanently rid of the flesh which wages war
against the soul, we are nevertheless to pursue these virtues with the full expectation that we will gain
them in increasing measure until that day when God finishes His work in us (2 Cor. 3:18; Phil. 1:6; 3:2021).
God does not want us to quit. No man who puts his hand to the plow and then looks back is
worthy of His kingdom, and so we strive onward for perfection. Like running a marathon whose finishline is miles away, we strive for the presently unobtainable as though we can grasp it, and when we
stumble along the way, our hearts cry out to God, “Help me, Father!” God, in His love and mercy, picks
us up. He brushes the dust away, consoles us, and shows us what we’re doing wrong so that we can avoid
repeating the same mistakes. He tells us how much He loves us, then He points in the right direction and
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sends us out to try again. By following directions, we can see our goal in the distance. It may always seem
a long way off, but we know where we are heading because the finish-line is in sight.
For Paul, that finish-line was the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith--to know
Christ, the power of His resurrection, the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, and in so experiencing,
to attain to the resurrection of the dead (Phil. 3:9-11). Yet, he points out:
Not that I have already obtained all of this, or have already been made
perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took
hold of me.
And how is it that Paul was able to press on?
Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. All of us who are mature should
take such a view of things. . .
Paul knew that it was necessary to forget what was behind him and focus on the goal, and this
was not necessary only for himself, but for all who want to be mature in Christ. Forget what is behind.
Forsake the temporary pleasures of your former way of life, because, if you dwell on them, you will be
tempted by them and may fall. Forget the former ambitions, the wealth, and whatever it is that slows you
down. Lay aside all encumbrances and run the race set before you (Heb. 12:1). Be as Paul, who wrote:
But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.
What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost
all things. I consider them rubbish that I may gain Christ.
Jesus has given us the terms for being his disciples. They are quite simple actually: unconditional
surrender of everything (Luke 14:26-33). “In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything
he has cannot be my disciple” (v. 33).
Most of us have at least one, but possibly many, things that we just can’t seem to give up.
Sometimes these fall into the category of material possessions, but these aren’t always the most difficult
things to abandon. In fact, because they are tangible, they can be easy to get rid of. If you wish, you can
give away all your money and never have to see it again. Far more difficult to surrender are our intangible
possessions: the bad habits, the vices, and the pleasure-seeking nature of man. Most often it is not the
object but what the object represents to us that is the hardest to give up.
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Money, which we have used as an example, is not the root of all kinds of evil, rather it is the
“love” of money that has caused many to wander from the faith and pierce themselves with many griefs
(1 Tim. 6:10). A man who has abandoned all that he owns materially may have actually surrendered very
little if he has not let go of the lust for possessions.
Looking at the plight of the rich young ruler (Luke 18:18-30), we see that it was not impossible
for him to give away his wealth to the poor. His real problem was in forsaking all that wealth meant to
him and then following Jesus (v. 22). Had the man given away his wealth and not followed Jesus, he
would have been just as lost. His love for money interfered with his love for Jesus, and in this context, the
rich young ruler lacked self-control. He could not make himself do what he wanted to do. We know that
he wanted to follow Jesus, or he would not have walked away grieving (v. 23). The cares of this world
and the deceitfulness of wealth choked the life out of him (Matt. 13:22).
It’s those intangible possessions that cause us the greatest problem: The compulsive gambling
fueled by greed; the compulsive overeating fueled by insecurity and self-pity; the out-of-control temper
fueled by self-hatred and any number of other precipitating factors. At the same instant that we want to be
in control of ourselves, we lose control and give in to the temptation. It’s a terrible merry-go-round to get
stuck upon.
God wants us to have “Himself-control.” That is to say, He wants us to control ourselves through
Jesus Christ, not by our might but by His might, not by our wisdom but by God’s Wisdom.

Appetite
God created us with appetites. Satan used Eve’s appetite as the starting point to tempt her, but that does
not mean that appetite is evil or that we ought to punish ourselves every time we get hungry. Hunger is
there for a good purpose.
From the time a baby is born, he knows when he needs nourishment, and his cries inform his
mother. Appetite helps us to survive. Without thirst, we would dehydrate. Without hunger, we would
starve. Without sexual appetite, there would be no procreation. Without emotion, there would be no
hatred of sin or love for God. Without ambition, there would be no progress. “The laborer’s appetite
works for him; his hunger drives him on” (Prov. 16:26). God does not condemn our appetites. He
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condemns the sinful attitude, which overindulges appetites apart from God’s blessing. An attitude which
says, “Eat and drink for tomorrow we die” (Isa. 22:13).
God wants us to be wise in how we deal with our appetites. If we live to serve them, we are
slaves to them, for we are a slave to whomever or whatever has mastered us (2 Pet. 2:19). For the
Christian, there is no room for divided loyalties. A man can serve only one master (Matt. 6:24). And so,
God tells us to be wise and not indulge the flesh:
Wine is a mocker and beer a brawler: Whoever is led astray by them is
not wise.
Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint.

(23:4)
Listen, my son, and be wise, and keep your heart on the right path. Do
not join those who drink too much wine or gorge themselves on meat,
for drunkards and gluttons become poor, and drowsiness clothes them
in rags.
Better a patient man than a warrior, a man who controls his temper than
one who takes a city.
But among you there must not even be a hint of sexual immorality, or of
any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s
holy people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse
joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.
Indulgence of self does at least two things which are hazardous to the Christian walk:

1.

It excludes God.
When was the last time you gorged on a gallon of ice cream with God? Or split a bottle of alcohol

with Him: Or went fifty-fifty on a gambling bet? God does not participate in our fleshly excesses; we do
those entirely on our own. The more we gratify ourselves with worldly pleasure, the less room we have
for Him, and we have progressively less room for others. Is it any wonder that deacons and overseers of
the church ought to be temperate and self-controlled (1 Tim. 3:2, 8; Titus 1:8)?

2.

It allows all kinds of temptation to overwhelm us.
Like a city whose wall is broken down is a man who lacks self-control.
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Nothing so defiles a conscience as the guilt of moral failure. Satan knows this all too well. Guilt
is a powerful weapon in his arsenal, which he uses to entice us into making worse mistakes. See if the
following succession of thoughts and events sounds familiar: “I promised myself that I wouldn’t break
my diet, and I’m not going to break. . . What’s that, a cheese roll? I love cheese. That won’t hurt my diet
too much. I’ll just have a little one.” (Four servings later.)
“Those cookies look tasty. Maybe I’ll have one or two, and later I’ll cut back on dinner.” (Six
cookies later.)
“Oh well, I might as well have some chips and dip. After all, this is a party. I’ll just pick my diet
back up tomorrow.” (One bag of potato chips, four ounces of onion dip, two slices of cake, a soda, and a
ham sandwich later.)
“That does it! I’ve blown my whole diet! Might as well make a pig of myself!” (Two full plates
of food, another slice of cake, more chips and dip, half a can of peanuts, and two sodas later.)
“I hate myself!! I’m fat and nobody loves me! I think I’ll pick up a pizza on my way home.”
And this speaks to only one kind of sin. What if this same person, in guilt and self-pity, were to
decide on drugs or fornication or angry, insensitive words as a pacifier for sorrow? Without self-control
we open ourselves to all manner of temptation in both volume and variety. Our wall is broken down, our
defenses breached.
Not that every person with a discipline problem in a particular area is going to be overwhelmed to
this extent or in all areas, but it does open us up to potentialities. Even a small crack in a mighty dam can
result in disaster. We should not suppose that even the smallest moral crack in our wall is inconsequential.
Despite these, and additional dangers, God does not condemn appetite. Instead, He demands that
all of our appetites pass through Jesus Christ. Anything that passes through the test of His Word and will
is a good and perfect gift, which should be accepted with thanksgiving as having come down from the
Father of heavenly lights (James 1:17). But anything that does not stand the test, anything that would
defile our conscience because Wisdom reveals it to be wrong, or because we are not convinced that it is
right (Rom. 14:23), should be avoided.
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Obedience
By applying the aforementioned test, we come face to face with the inescapable question: Will we be
obedient or disobedient? All the excuses we have used in the past to justify our “little” drinking habit or
our smoking addiction don’t hold the weight we once thought they did. The words “I’m not ready to quit
yet; the Lord hasn’t laid it on my heart,” really means “I enjoy it too much. I’d rather be disobedient until
God forces me to quit.” That’s actually the “eat, drink and be merry” attitude in disguise. What we fail to
accept is that if we truly are believers who are being unfaithful, God may very well force us to quit, and I
assure you that His discipline can be harsh.
A lack of Himself-control is nothing short of disobedience. It is also a negative measurement in
regards to discipleship. Only he who obeys can be a disciple (Matt. 28:19-20; John 15:10). We must
forsake all and follow Christ. What kind of discipleship is it that says, “I will follow you, Lord. Ask me to
do anything, become a missionary, build a church, just don’t ask me to give up cigarettes!”
No, that’s not the attitude that God honors. We should live the words of J.W. Van DeVenter’s
hymn: “All to Jesus I surrender; Humbly at his feet I bow. Worldly pleasures all forsaken; Take me,
Jesus, take me now. I surrender all, I surrender all. All to Thee, my blessed Savior; I surrender all.”
Once something has been revealed to us as being unwise, we are obligated to avoid it. We are
accountable for the light God reveals, and we are commanded to be self-controlled. Will you obey?
Don’t be fooled by Satan’s lies. He will tell you that you can’t obey. That if you try, you will only
fail again, as you have done so many times in the past. To those of you who have bought into this spirit of
hopelessness, I strongly exhort you to put aside such thoughts. Do not believe that your Salvation is
powerless to help you. You don’t want to be counted among those of the world in these last days, who
have given up on both themselves and God (2 Tim. 3:1-5), who are without self-control, who have a form
of godliness but deny its power:

Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened. But in your hearts set
apart Christ as Lord.
For God did not give us a spirit of timidity but a spirit of power, of love,
and of self-discipline.
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You can and will succeed if you obey and let Christ control every aspect of your life.

Guidelines for Success
Everyone looks for easy ways to success; a quick fix, gain without pain. A diet that lets you eat as much
as you want of the food you like and still lose weight, or a pill that instantly makes you sober after you’ve
become drunk. But fortunately these have not been invented. I say “fortunately” because these kinds of
inventions would not lead to self-control but to increased moral failure, for they do not deal with the
cause but the effects of sin. In fact, they would tend to legitimize sin, as in the cases of what birth control
devices and abortion have done to legitimize sexual promiscuity. These do not make self-control easier;
they make it possible to eliminate self-control as a desirable character trait.
The only true success can be found in developing and maintaining Himself-control as a character
trait, and we have seen that this is only possible through sacrifice. Only by surrendering our will to Jesus
Christ can we put ourselves in a position to find victory. Only by denying ourselves can we place
ourselves in a position where it is possible to have faith and follow Him (Matt. 16:24).
It’s not as difficult as we have led ourselves to believe. Saying that it is complicated is, in itself, a
complication which we have burdened ourselves with. Let’s wipe out all expectations of failure and start
afresh, leaning not on our own understanding but wholly on God.
Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your
hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.

From this verse we gain the information we need as Christians to be successful in our quest for selfcontrol.

Prepare
“Therefore, prepare your minds for action . . .”
Obedient preparation often must come before blessing. In the gospels we find many examples of
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how Jesus demanded a preparatory act of obedience before he performed a miracle. In Cana of Galilee,
Jesus commanded that the jars be filled with water so that He could turn it into wine (John 2:7). He had
the multitude sit in groups of fifty and a hundred before He performed the miraculous feeding of the five
thousand (Mark 6:39-40). Jesus told a blind man to go and wash himself in the Pool of Siloam (John 9:67), and after he obeyed, the man was able to see. Sincere preparation is a demonstration of the kind of
faith God will honor. It shows that we believe Him and that we love Him and that we are seeking to
please Him.
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who
comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those
who earnestly seek Him.
Faith will prompt us to seek out knowledge and assistance to overpower the addiction that has us in
bondage.
I have not written this chapter with specific instructions on how you can overcome your particular
addiction. I don’t want to stray too far from the subject and purpose of this book. There are many other
books written that address your particular weaknesses and how to deal with them. I trust that if you are
serious about developing self-discipline you will prepare your mind for action by reading such books and
applying those principles and instructions that are in agreement with God’s word.
It amazes me that I meet so many Christians who think they will be the recipients of God’s
blessing apart from obedient preparation. I have met preachers and teachers who thought they could
minister God’s Word effectually without the preparation of study and prayer beforehand. This is vanity,
friends. I have heard some of these same people call upon the Holy Spirit to help them preach when they
have not done their part to prepare. This is presumption.
In like manner, some Christians call upon God to deliver them from sin, to give them selfdiscipline, to empower them, but they have not prepared their minds for action. They expect God to do
great things in their lives without having to lift a finger. They scorn the knowledge and resources that
ensure victory and still expect God to deliver. This too is presumption.

Be
“. . . be self-controlled;”
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When all the preparation is done, after we have eliminated every excuse, there is nothing left to
do but “be”. Being is an active verb. Even the state of remaining the same is active. One can be actively
being the same. When you are lacking in discipline and are out of control, even though this may be your
usual pattern, you are actively being undisciplined, but if and when you decide to live contrary to this
pattern, you are being self-controlled.
One can only be obedient or disobedient. There is no middle state, just as there is no middle
ground to salvation. One is either saved by the blood of Christ, or one is lost. There is no fence-sitting
between the two (John 3:18, 36). And yet, while we who have believed in Christ have been saved by
grace, we are still in the process of “being” saved:
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

If you have been born again, you are being sanctified. The only way to stop this is by refusal. In
which case, you are being disobedient. We have already taken the preparatory steps toward a state of selfcontrol. Now do it. Be (being) self-controlled.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone,
the new has come.
Do you believe what this verse says? Then hear this: God is telling you to “be” what you are and
continue “being” what you are in Christ. Do not act like something you ceased to be when Jesus’ blood
washed your sins away. You are already a new creation, having been born again of the Holy Spirit, so that
you’re moving in a different direction than the world is moving. The world, when it tries to do good, is
working against its nature. The Christian, on the other hand, when he does good, is living in agreement
with his spiritual nature.
Do you see the conclusion we are drawing towards? When we do what is wrong, we are doing
what is contrary to the flow of the Spirit, our new nature. We are actually swimming upstream against the
current. Fighting, striving, and working at doing wrong.
This is where the mistake is made by so many Christians. Satan has fooled many of us into the
belief that giving up cigarettes or alcohol is a nearly impossible, painful task. We come to expect setbacks
and failure, thus bringing to pass the very thing. The truth is that continuing in sin is hard work for a
Christian, but if we go in the direction that the Spirit and our new nature are pointing, we will find rest
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and victory. Jesus said:
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy and my burden is light.”
Every time we are tempted in our weaknesses, we should turn our mind away from the temptation
and onto Christ (Phil. 4:8). We must not dwell upon “not surrendering to temptation.” We would be
swimming against the stream, unknowingly going in the direction Satan wants us to go, and it won’t be
very long before we are exhausted by the struggle and fall to temptation. Instead, let the Spirit take
control. As an act of will, we must reckon ourselves dead to sin and turn that temptation, along with our
body, over to God. Be Himself-controlled.

Set
“. . . set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is
revealed.”
If you have ever done any boating, you know how important it is to get your anchor properly set
so that you don’t drift into danger. I have been on many SCUBA diving expeditions, and the first task is
for one diver to go down with the anchor and make sure it is properly set so that it won’t slip. Christians
have an anchor for their spiritual life so that we won’t drift. We have the hope of what is yet to come.
Hebrews 6:19 tells us, “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.” Hope is the anchor,
and we are to have this hope set securely in the promise of God, “the grace to be given you when Jesus
Christ is revealed.”
This hope that we have is directed to Christ’s imminent return, and “Everyone who has this hope
in him purifies himself, just as he is pure” (1 John 3:3). We don’t want to be ashamed at His coming, so
we pursue holiness and purity, in the manner already discussed in previous chapters of this book.

The secret to self-control is Jesus Christ, from beginning to end. After all, He is the Alpha and
Omega. He is the Wisdom of God, and if anyone would be wise, he must be a slave to Jesus Christ alone.
Today and every day, we must carry His banner with this battle cry upon our lips: ‘“Everything is
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permissible for me’--but not everything is beneficial. ‘Everything is permissible for me’--but I will not be
mastered by anything. . .” (1 Cor. 6:12).
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Four things on earth are small, yet they are extremely wise: Ants are
creatures of little strength, yet they store up their food in the summer;
coneys are creatures of little power, yet they make their home in the
crags; locusts have no king, yet they advance together in ranks; a lizard
can be caught with the hand, yet it is found in kings’ palaces.

I have chosen to write a chapter on the above passage of Scripture because, in these few verses,
written by Agur, son of Jakeh (30:1), we find four truths of wise living displayed in the actions of God’s
animal creations, and we would live happier, more productive lives if we would apply these truths.
Isn’t it interesting that God has given insects and other animals a degree of wisdom? Theirs is not
a wisdom that comes by rationalization but by instinct. Nevertheless, it comes from God as examples for
us. What a pity that we so often resist learning and applying the simple truths of wisdom demonstrated all
around us! God truly does confound the strong and intelligent things of this world by using the weak and
lowly.

Forethought
Have you ever spent time just watching an ant hill? Ants are fascinating creatures. They do many
activities that we may perceive as wise, such as the way they divide up responsibilities, their tireless effort
to keep their mound free of debris, and their uncanny ability to find our picnic basket and lead their fellow
ants to it. But the author here wants us to recognize the wisdom of forethought that is demonstrated in the
way ants store up their food in the time of plenty so that there will be something to eat when the weather
is harsh and food is not readily available or accessible.
Ants aren’t the only creatures that store food away. Squirrels and chipmunks do it; beavers do it,
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as do many other animals. Ironically, the creatures with the rationality to recognize the wisdom of this
kind of forethought often reject it. Many people, including Christians, are overtaken by circumstances that
could have been foreseen and prepared for, but laziness and dullness get in the way and disaster follows.
The anticipation of upcoming needs is not contrary to the Lord’s injunction to stop worrying
about what you will eat and drink or what clothes you will wear tomorrow (Matt. 6:25-34). The Lord has
warned us not to be filled with “anxiety” about such matters. God-directed forethought and
industriousness will help put us at ease about the future and make us effective in the present.
Wise forethought and industry are important to the growth of the local church. We see many
churches today withering on the vine because their methods of yesterday do not meet the needs of the
present. When members of the congregation begin to realize that their needs are not being acknowledged
and met, they begin to look elsewhere. Some churches in this condition suffer a long lingering demise,
while others collapse internally and have to shut their doors due to some immediate crisis, but the end
result is the same.
Let’s not be like the sluggard who is overtaken by scarcity, as if it were an armed bandit (Prov.
6:6-11). Let us be like the ant that anticipates the future and is not overwhelmed by it.

Acknowledging Limitations
Conies, also known as “rock badgers” or “hyraxes”, are small animals, about the size of rabbits, which are
quite limited in their ability to defend themselves. Tooth to tooth against a predator, they can put up a
heroic screeching front, but that’s about all. They lack the ability to efficiently protect themselves. For
this reason, conies of the Middle East wisely dwell in the crags of rocks.
Many of us don’t recognize our personal limitations. We think that we can accomplish more on
our own strength and natural talent than we are actually capable of. It may be that we are just naïve; in
which case, the natural consequence of our overestimation should enlighten us. But others of us refuse to
acknowledge our limitations due to pride, and we never learn, though we may suffer the same
consequences repeatedly.
We must come to realized that personal limitations do not make us inferior to others. God has
made each of us with limitations that we might rely upon Him.
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I have been told that people who become Christians only do so because they need a crutch. I
suppose this is meant as an insult, but it’s wonderfully true that Christians do need a crutch, and they have
one. Leaning on God is by far preferable to life face down in the mud. We are imperfect creatures living
in an imperfect world, and it is our privilege to lean on Jesus.
Many of us place a great deal of pressure upon ourselves to be perfect in everything we do.
Obsessive personality types, for example, can perform amazingly well for a long period of time, but
unrealistic expectations will eventually lead to a miserable psychological and spiritual state. They shun
the intimacy of close relationships because they are so insecure in themselves. They don’t want others to
see their imperfections. Even when they go through stressful situations, they may not share their problems
for fear that others will see the “real” person inside.
It is supremely beneficial for us that we acknowledge our limitations to ourselves, to God, and to
our significant others. If we would confess our faults to one another, then others can warn us when danger
is approaching from behind us, and they can stand with us in the hour of need. If we, like the coney,
would hide ourselves in the cleft of the Rock (Ex. 33:21-22), then we would be safe from every evil
attack.

Unity
Locusts do not have a leader, as far as entomologists can determine, yet they can swarm together by the
billions and move as one huge mass to carry out their devastations.
While there are many works that we can individually accomplish in the Lord’s name, there are
many more that require the cooperation of others. The local church requires the cooperation of the
congregation in order to function and grow. The pastor cannot do it all. Some churches have burdened
their pastors with church maintenance, janitorial, gardening, music directing, bookkeeping, and clerical
duties, etc., in addition to their ministerial responsibilities, including evangelization. This is shameful.
The people of God are to be unified. The Bible tells us:
From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

A single locust can do little damage to a field ripe for the harvest, but a unified swarm of locusts can

105

reach every plant in the field.
There is wisdom in learning to work together in unity with others in the body of Christ. The
monumental accomplishments of individual Christians are often measured in the amount of cooperation
they gained from others.

Tenacity
Each of the four creatures in this text is small in comparison to man, yet they are noted for their
cleverness. We ought, by now, to have grasped the point that wisdom is not determined by stature or by
strength. This should comfort those of us who do not project an outward appearance of leadership or
spiritual prowess.
Lizards are no exception. They can be rather ugly, desert-dwelling creatures, with their dry,
bumpy skin and protruding eyes. They are small enough to be grasped with the hand, if their tail doesn’t
fall off, yet they are found in palaces of grandeur.
Lizards don’t have biological systems in them to regulate body heat, so they have to use the
environment to regulate their body temperature. They like to spend time in the warmth of the sun, but
when they get too hot, they find shade, and it doesn’t matter to a lizard whether that shade is under a rock
or in a king’s palace.
I’m sure that ancient kings didn’t want to share their palaces with lizards, but there really wasn’t
much the king or his servants could do to keep a lizard out once its mind was made up. They are tenacious
animals. Put a barrier up and a lizard will go around it, over it, under it, through it, but somehow that
lizard will get past it. Christians ought to be as tenacious in circumventing the obstacles that men and
Satan place in their way of accomplishing God’s will on earth. Too many of us surrender too quickly in
our efforts to please God. Tenacity is wise when it is subject to divine Wisdom.

Forethought, recognition of limitations, unity, and tenacity are valuable traits to possess and practice. The
Christian will find success in his or her present pursuits when wisdom is applied experientially.
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We have shared much on the subject of wisdom thus far, and we could pursue individual aspects of
wisdom even further, but much talk wearies the soul, and there comes a point when each of us who are in
Christ must move onward in our spiritual pilgrimage, to progress in the search for spiritual wisdom.
The production of this book would be an exercise in futility if I could not offer some method by
which we may gain wisdom for ourselves. In this chapter we shall examine a ten-step plan--not my plan
but God’s, as spelled out in Scripture--whereby we may increase in spiritual wisdom. The first step is
actually the easiest to place in order, for Scripture tells us plainly that it is the priming ingredient.

Step #1:

Fear the Lord
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the
Holy One is understanding.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.
Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth. Serve
the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling.

What does it mean to “fear” the Lord? Bible scholars agree that the words translated “fear” in
these passages speak of reverence, not the terror we often associate with the word today. They emphasize
that we are the children of a loving God who wants only the best for us. I would not disagree with the fact
of God’s love, but I argue that our reverence should be a much deeper emotion than the lesser “respect”
which is frequently applied to the word. This “fear” is an emotion that includes knowledge of God’s
power, majesty, and sovereignty. He is right in exercising judgment, and we should anticipate that He will
do so. Surely, it is not of respectfulness alone that Jesus speaks in Luke 12:4-5, when He says:
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“I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and
after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear:
Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into
hell.”
The description of the Greek word phobeo (translated “fear” in the above texts), as given in
Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, should help us to understand the emphatic nature of this reverence:
“. . . by anal. To be in awe of, i.e. revere: -- be (+ sore) afraid, fear
(exceedingly), reverence.”
The Hebrew word yir’ah, used in the Old Testament verses quoted, gives the same emphasis:
“. . . mor. Reverence X dreadful X exceedingly, fear (-fulness).”
Kings of the ancient world wielded tremendous power by earthly standards. It was no small event
to come before one who could reward you with treasures and honor or have you killed by making a small
gesture of the hand or speaking a word from his mouth. We might recall the story of Esther, who, though
she was married to King Xerxes, dreaded for her life when she came before him without being
summoned. If earthly kings can be feared for their power, how much more should the Creator of heaven
and earth be reverently feared for His omnipotence and authority?
The fear of God is often linked with “trembling”, as in Psalm 2:11 and in Philippians 2:12, where
it says we should work out our salvation with “fear and trembling.” The reverence that we owe to God is
one connected with an immediate, intense dread of His displeasure, one that recognizes God as the
Almighty. Until one recognizes God for who He is, there is no basis for spiritual wisdom.
The fool is proven a fool by his lack of fear. Psalm 14 speaks to the arrogance of the evildoer and
starts with the words, “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’” This verse is not necessarily
speaking about an atheist, but to an attitude of the heart that says secretly, “I have nothing to fear, even if
God does exist.”
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom because it leads to the recognition of sin. Unless
one acknowledges God for who He is, a person will not acknowledge what God says. Such a person may
have the appearance of righteousness, but they pile sin upon sin. The Psalmist writes:
An oracle is within my heart concerning the sinfulness of the wicked:
There is no fear of God before his eyes. For in his own eyes he flatters
himself too much to detect or hate sin. The words of his mouth are
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wicked and deceitful; he has ceased to be wise and to do good.
The one who acknowledges God’s sovereignty is the one who steps onto the road of wisdom. For
your first step, confess to God that He is indeed Sovereign and worthy to judge. Confess that you are a
sinner and tremble at the punishment you deserve. Then beg the shed blood of Jesus to wash away your
sins.

Step #2:

Humility

We have already touched upon pride as a source of human wisdom and as a barrier to Godly wisdom (see
Chapter 4). The Bible says, “Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight!”
(Isa. 5:21), but we shall briefly return to the subject here before moving on to some practical application.
A little knowledge can puff a person up with pride. Do you remember your rebellious days of
youth? We’ve probably all gone through that period. We thought that we knew best what was right for
our lives, but time has proven our error. Over the years, our knowledge expands. We come to realize how
little we knew back then, and, if we have gained any personal insight, we probably realize how little we
know now.
The Apostle Paul warns us, “The man who thinks he knows something does not yet know as he
ought to know” (1 Cor. 8:2). The reason he does not know is because he is not teachable, and the reason
he is not teachable is because he has not humbled himself in reverent love of God. To gain wisdom one
must be teachable. “Pride only breeds quarrels, but wisdom is found in those who take advice” (Prov.
13:10).
To gain wisdom, we must willingly humble ourselves as small children (Matt. 18:3-4). That is our
practical application--that we should humble ourselves before God, as an innocent child humbles himself
before his loving parent. We should willingly learn from God, as a child learns from the ones he adores
and relies upon.
For the second step on the path to wisdom, pray now to the Father and admit to Him that you do
not know as you ought to know. Confess your ignorance and express your love for Him.
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Step #3:

Submit to God

When I was a young boy, I witnessed a girl my age receive a terrible electrical shock. She and her parents
lived in a trailer, and they had parked alongside a chain-linked fence, close enough so that the girl was
able to lean out from the lower metal step and grab the fence. What she didn’t realize, until it was too late,
was that there was a short in the trailer, and when she grabbed the fence she grounded herself, becoming
the conduit for an electric current. She leaned against that fence for a long time, screaming at the top of
her lungs, because she didn’t know how to save herself. All she had to do was step off the trailer step, but
she wasn’t saved from her predicament until somebody came along with a broom and knocked her hands
off the fence.
It is conceivable that a fool may live out his entire life without suffering the dire consequences
due his foolishness, but he will eventually suffer on Judgment Day and forever thereafter. It is also likely
that those who have submitted fully to God’s Wisdom will not suffer the worst consequences of
foolishness because God will preserve them. [Note: persecutions and trials for Christ are not the
consequence of foolishness]. However, the one who is halfway committed to God, while still standing in
the world, is bound to suffer in this life. The lukewarm Christian is like that poor, screaming girl standing
on the trailer step and unable to release the fence.
The Christian will certainly experience God’s chastisement when he strays from His will, but,
when we submit to God’s loving discipline, we increase in knowledge and wisdom.
And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you
as sons: “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not
lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he
loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.” Endure
hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not
disciplined by his father? If you are not disciplined (and everyone
undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true
sons. Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and
we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the
Father of our spirits and live! Our fathers disciplined us for a little while
as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may
share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but
painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and
peace for those who have been trained by it.
Submission to God also means submitting to the body of Christ. We have so much that we can
learn from each other, if we would submit. We glorify Jesus Christ when we submit to those God has
placed over us, as well as to those who are of low position. Christ is both servant and King. Therefore,
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“Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ” (Eph. 5:21).
Initiate the third step on the path to wisdom by submitting to God’s will. Submit also to His
loving discipline so that you might grow wise. Ask Him to teach you humility so that you might submit to
others out of reverence for Christ. God will give you the grace necessary.
And now a warning: Do not make the above confessions and requests unless you truly desire the
spiritual wisdom that God can impart. Be forewarned that, if you are sincere, this prayer will open the
door to humiliations and troubles which God will use to teach you submission. He may even bring
troublesome people into your life to test you, but, if you persevere and pay attention to what God teaches,
you will grow wise.

Step #4:

Be Transformed
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your
spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will
be able to test and approve what God’s will is--his good, pleasing and
perfect will.

This is an oft quoted passage, and for good reason. From birth, we go through a process of
information gathering, but not all that we learn is of value. We learn a lot of junk that gets programmed
into our brains, and we react to situations based upon our programming.
A sincere desire is not enough to keep us on God’s path to spiritual wisdom, especially if we have
done nothing to confront and transform the thinking that causes us to choose our own way, the path of
worldly wisdom, the pattern of this world. We must be transformed by the renewing of our mind, and we
must cooperate with God in order for this to come about.
Our mind is like a super-computer that accepts whatever data we put into it. That information
enters through our five senses: sight, smell, hearing, taste, and touch. Two of these senses, sight and
hearing, are the main portals for information gathering that help us make judgments. Our first course of
action in the transformation of our thinking must be to discriminate the information we watch and hear. If
we put garbage into the computer, garbage will come out. If we put good things into the computer, good
things will come out.
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Instead of filling our minds with the filth and violence that our culture advocates these days, we
ought to be filling our minds with those things that are wholesome and moral. Instead of programming
our minds with worldly pleasures, we ought to fill our minds with the pure Word of God. The more we
displace hell’s lies with heaven’s truth, the sooner the transformation of our mind will be made evident.
We need to develop a new mindset that follows the Spirit in action. Our thinking has to change,
and then our attitudes and actions will change:
Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on
what that nature desires, but those who live in accordance with the
Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.

The fourth step on the path to wisdom is to put off the old self and be made new in the attitude of
our mind (Eph. 4:22-23). By our free choice we determine to set our heart and mind upon things above,
where Christ is seated in glory (Col. 3:1-2). We must make this a daily habit, not just a one-time event.
Then, we can begin the task of reprogramming ourselves with truth and deprogramming ourselves of that
which is contrary to Godly wisdom.

Step #5:

Study God’s Word
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the Lord
are trustworthy, making wise the simple.

God’s word is truth. It is our source of spiritual knowledge and wisdom. Worldly wisdom comes
primarily from the world, and spiritual wisdom comes from that which is spiritual. Jesus acknowledged
this distinction when He referred to Holy Scripture in his great intercessory prayer, “Sanctify them by the
truth; your word is truth” (John 17:17).
There has been a tremendous push over the last two centuries to discredit the Word of God, to
cast doubt on its authenticity, its canonicity, its infallibility, and its inspiration. We see the world
becoming darker around us because the foundation of truth is under attack. How foolish the world
becomes when it rejects God’s wisdom! The modern critics, the wise of this world, stand upon quicksand,
and God will expose their foolishness just as he exposed the foolishness of the scribes in Jeremiah’s day,
who handled God’s word disrespectfully:
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The wise will be put to shame; they will be dismayed and trapped. Since
they have rejected the word of the Lord, what kind of wisdom do they
have?
My friends, if we wish to become wise, we must hold fast to the book that teaches wisdom. We
must cherish it, study it, and let it become part of us. We do not have space here to go into a complete
apologetic of the Scriptures, but may I encourage you to read some of the fine books that defend the
inspiration, inerrancy, and canonicity of the Bible. We must be confident in what God has given us, and
once we are convinced, we must not lose confidence, but hold unswervingly to the wisdom of God.
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become
convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and
how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture
is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work.
Allow me to place this one argument before you, and then we shall move forward. Starting from
the presupposition that God exists and wants to communicate with us, I contend that every word of the
entirety of the Bible must have been inspired, breathed into existence by God, into the minds of those men
who were appointed by Him to speak and write His word, in accordance with 2 Peter 1:20-21:
Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came
about by the prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy never had its
origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit.
Nowhere in the Bible are we told that the Scriptures should be studied and practiced only by
scholars. To the contrary, the word of God came to all people, and it is intended to make all of us wise
unto salvation. Therefore, since the Holy Spirit superintended the writing of Scripture (and God cannot
make errors), and since the carnal human mind is incapable of discerning spiritual truth on its own, then
God would not (could not) allow anything false into Scripture that would confuse the message. Man
cannot be left to decide which portions of Scripture are God’s word and which are man’s contrivances.
Either all of Scripture is to be trusted, or none of it can be trusted.
We must not play games with the Holy Scriptures. Clearly, the incarnate Son of God believed in
their verbal, plenary inspiration, down to the smallest word (Matt. 4:4) and to the least stroke of the pen
(5:18).
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The fifth step on the path to wisdom is our daily practice of reading God’s word--not just reading
to learn the facts, but reading that God might speak to us. God will conduct the continuing process of
heart-washing as we seek His Wisdom. He will transform our minds as we allow His truth to replace our
misconceptions.

Step #6:

Discernment
And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in
knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern
what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ.

Paul’s concern in prayer for the Philippian Christians was that they might develop the
discernment to ascertain what is “best”, as their sanctified knowledge and insight increased their love.
Discernment is the ability to distinguish between truth and lie, between good and evil, and even between
good and best. It is the perception of differences, even if they are hidden. It is the ability to make a correct
judgment about a matter.
Without discernment wisdom is handcuffed. We cannot make right decisions unless we can
measure the facts for what they are. We cannot make a right judgment unless we can distinguish the merit
of our options. “The spiritual man makes judgments about all things,” (1 Cor. 2:15a). Christians must
learn discernment so that they can make right judgments. A fool is characterized by his lack of
discernment and consequent poor judgments.
How do we get discernment? It is one of the responsibilities of parenthood that we teach our
children the difference between right and wrong and to guide them so that they will learn how to make
wise choices for themselves. Too many parents fail to teach their children discernment because they don’t
explain their parental decisions. They expect their “no” to be “no”, and that’s that. Obedience is worth
teaching our children, but never at the expense of teaching discernment.
In spiritual matters we can learn discernment from other Christians. Our church leaders are
worthy of honor for the task God has given them in assisting us toward spiritual maturity, but even our
leaders can fall into the trap of demanding obedience at the expense of discernment. We must be sure that
we choose church leaders who possess the spiritual maturity to help us grow.
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We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you
are slow to learn. In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers,
you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all
over again. You need milk, not solid food. Anyone who lives on milk,
being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about
righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use
have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.

It is possible for the Christian to train himself in discernment, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, through the constant use (application) of the truths of God’s word. Teachers and preachers can
assist, but we must be willing students with a hunger for knowledge. “The heart of the discerning acquires
knowledge; the ears of the wise seek it out” (Prov. 18:15).
For the sixth step, let’s determine to train ourselves in discernment, through the proper
application of what we read in Scripture. Apply the truth as God makes it known, and soon most of the
choices we make will automatically align with Scripture.

Step #7:

Build on the Foundation of Christ
Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain
came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that
house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. But
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into
practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain
came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that
house, and it fell with a great crash.

We have transformed our thinking, renewed our minds through the washing of the word, are
learning discernment, and now must continually build upon the foundation of Christ. It’s interesting how
many Christians reach this point and then foolishly ignore the Wisdom of God in favor of worldly
wisdom. The temptation is great to build our house half on rock and half on sand, but this can be just as
dangerous as building entirely on the sand.
In California there are many houses built precariously on hillsides. Just looking at some of these
houses, you wonder how anyone would dare to risk living in them. I suppose the residents trust the
foundation and stanchions or they wouldn’t pay the exorbitant prices charged for these dwellings, but,
every time a great storm arrives, homes start falling into canyons, proving once again that gravity does
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work.
I remember one report of a house that was built part on a hilltop and part overhanging the hill. A
mudslide took out the stanchions and the house split in half. Now, only half the house was destroyed, but,
as you can imagine, the value of the remaining half was far less than half its original value.
We must build our personal philosophy of life solely upon the foundation of Jesus Christ, and we
must be careful about the materials we use:
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid,
which is Jesus Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using gold,
silver, costly stones, wood, hay, or straw, his work will be shown for
what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with
fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work.

If we build upon Christ using worldly wisdom, we are building with wood, hay, and straw. These
will burn up as they pass through the fire of God’s judgment. We must build upon the foundation of
Christ using spiritual wisdom, that the works we perform might be tested and purified as gold, silver, and
precious gems. These works will pass through the fire and be more precious for it.
For the seventh step on the path to wisdom, you will have to do some serious work. Taking what
you have learned from Scripture and other sources, examine yourself carefully. Look objectively at the
things you do and the motivations that lead you to do them. Are you building on the foundation of Jesus
Christ, or are you building on some other unstable foundation? Look into your personal philosophy of
life. Is it centered in Christ? Are your business dealings, your leisure activities, and your relationships
building upon the foundation of Christ?
This kind of self-examination can be very painful, but it is immensely profitable. Find a close
Christian friend, or a spiritual advisor, that you can trust to help you work through these questions. Then
put together a plan for change, a plan for progress and growth. Set goals and submit those goals to God.

Step #8:

Be Righteous

We have already examined “being” in relation to self-control (Chapter 10), and the same rule applies to
the matter of righteousness. One can act righteous without being righteous. The Pharisees were masters at
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this game (Matt. 5:20; 6:1, 5, 16), but we must neither put on the appearance of righteousness nor make
ourselves do righteous acts. If we have to make ourselves do these things, then we are not “being”
righteous.
The eighth step on the path to wisdom requires less of us in comparison to the seventh step. Here
we merely have to affirm to ourselves and to God that we are new creations in Christ, that we are
righteous because the Righteous One dwells in us. Then, fortified with this knowledge, we may humbly
pursue the goals and plans for change that we developed in step seven.
We are well along the road to wisdom when we reach the point where public recognition for the
righteous acts we do is unnecessary, and even undesirable.

Step #9:

Hunger and Thirst for Wisdom

This is another of those steps that could have been placed elsewhere in the order. Some overlap in their
importance and in the order in which they can be accomplished, and, like all the steps, this one must
continually be applied throughout our lives. Hungering and thirsting is, in fact, the very step that will
enable us to continue in our lifelong pursuit of wisdom.
The first film that starred bodybuilder/actor Arnold Schwarzenegger was entitled Stay Hungry.
The film depicted the dedication and hard work, over a long period of time, which is required to win the
greatest bodybuilding title of all: Mr. Universe. It advocated the philosophy that in order to win, in order
to put in the hours upon hours of weightlifting necessary to sculpt the perfect body, one has to “stay
hungry.”
We also must stay hungry in our pursuit of wisdom, or we will eventually burn out and fall into a
state of complacency in our spiritual lives. If we persevere in our search for wisdom, we will find it.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled” (Matt. 5:6). As it is
with righteousness, so it is with wisdom, for the two are inseparably linked (1 Cor. 1:30; [refer to Chapter
5 of this book]). We must hunger and thirst for wisdom, then we will continually come to its source:
Then he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to
him at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread,
because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have
nothing to set before him.’ Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother
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me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I
can’t get up and give you anything.’ I tell you, though he will not get up
and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the
man’s boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs. So I
say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock
and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he
who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.”
The verbs “ask, seek, and knock” in this text were written in the Present Imperative tense, making
them commands to be done continuously or repeatedly in the future. We are to ask and keep asking, seek
and keep seeking, knock and keep knocking. Eventually, we will be answered; we will find; we will have
the door opened to us.
As the old saying goes, “Rome wasn’t built in a day.” We must be patient. Spiritual wisdom is
gained slowly and imperceptibly. Only in retrospect will we be able to look back and identify the progress
we have made, the maturing we have undergone.
For the ninth step on the path to wisdom, determine to stay hungry and thirsty for knowledge.
Remind yourself that the path is a marathon course, not a sprint. Affirm God’s desire for you to be wise,
and do not think that you are being a nuisance by constantly asking Him for knowledge and wisdom. Do
this in combination with Step #10.

Step #10:

Ask Believing
“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake
instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then,
though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask him!”

These words of Jesus immediately followed the command to be persistent in our prayers to God.
He will only give us good gifts through the Holy Spirit--gifts that build us up, not ones that destroy us.
But there is a proviso, which is only implied in the text by the persistence in asking. To see this proviso
clearly, we must now turn to James 1:5-8:
If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously
to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks,
he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of
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the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That man should not think he
will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man,
unstable in all he does.
It does us no good to ask for wisdom in any matter, if we will doubt and back away from God’s
instruction. We must ask believing, trusting that God has heard us, anticipating that He will answer us
according to what we have asked. One who vacillates back and forth between worldly wisdom and
spiritual wisdom is, as the text has indicated, “unstable in all he does.” Such a person should not think
that God will continue to impart His wisdom.
Ask God’s counsel. Once you discern his answer, whatever course of action it requires, carry it
out with full confidence. To get tossed about with doubt after you are set upon a course is quite foolish.
That is instability at its worse. Ask, and continue to ask, believing.
For the tenth step on the path to wisdom, ask God to give you wisdom, and believe that you are
going to receive it.
May these ten steps lead us into the Wisdom we desire: Fear the Lord. Humble yourself. Submit
to God. Be transformed. Study God’s Word. Learn discernment. Build on the foundation of Jesus Christ.
Be righteous. Hunger and thirst for wisdom. Ask believing. If we walk confidently in the ways of
Wisdom, we will grow wiser still.
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It is fitting that we now take a close look at the person whose exceeding wisdom and splendor were
certified even by Jesus (Matt. 6:29; 12:42). Solomon is, in fact, a type of Jesus Christ, but he is also a
paradox. He is a picture of the Messiah in the wisdom, splendor, and power that the Lord will exert upon
His return in glory to establish His kingdom on earth, but Solomon is also an incredible example of
foolishness in the way he misused his wisdom in his own life. Throughout this chapter, I will bring to
mind comparisons between Solomon’s life and what we have learned about wisdom in previous chapters.
We are, in many ways, products of our upbringing. Solomon was blessed to be raised by a man
with a heart for God. King David was, as a whole, spiritually faithful throughout Solomon’s life. The
greatest sins of David’s life, the adultery with Bathsheba and the murder of Uriah the Hittite, occurred
prior to Solomon’s birth. Though David did sin later in his reign, he repented quickly. He seems to have
been profoundly moved towards faithfulness due to his earlier mistakes and the undeniable consequences
of his sins. Therefore, when Solomon was a young boy, David taught him the importance of being
obedient and obtaining wisdom and understanding. In Proverbs 4:3-9 Solomon wrote:
When I was a boy in my father’s house, still tender, and an only child of
my mother, he taught me and said, “Lay hold of my words with all your
heart: keep my commands and you will live. Get wisdom, get
understanding; do not forget my words or swerve from them. Do not
forsake wisdom, and she will protect you; love her, and she will watch
over you. Wisdom is supreme: therefore get wisdom. Though it cost all
you have, get understanding. Esteem her, and she will exalt you;
embrace her, and she will honor you. She will set a garland of grace on
your head and present you with a crown of splendor.
Solomon apparently was an attentive student and took his father’s advice to heart, for David was
already calling Solomon a “man of wisdom” at the beginning of Solomon’s co-regency (1 Kings 2:9),
when he was about twenty years of age. Now it is unlikely that God just zapped Solomon with wisdom to
make him the man history reveres. Solomon already had vast amounts of knowledge at this young age,
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though he was inexperienced (1 Chron. 29:1), and God gifted him with the wisdom to understand and
apply his knowledge in an extraordinary way. The fact that Solomon asked for discernment and wisdom
when God offered him “anything,” demonstrates that Solomon had carefully listened to his father’s
advice and already had his priorities straight. Any godly father could take pride in such a son.
On the negative side, Solomon was raised in the lap of luxury, in a dysfunctional family. He was
exposed to the violence, strife, and jealousies that plagued his father David: David’s son Amnon raped his
half-sister Tamar; Absalom avenged his sister’s rape by murdering Amnon; Absalom fled into exile; upon
his return, he treacherously stole the throne from his father and chased him out of Jerusalem; to show his
defiance, Absalom publicly slept with David’s concubines; Absalom tried to destroy David but got
himself killed instead. It all sounds like the plot of a complicated Shakespearean play, but this was the
family life which surrounded Solomon.
If we consider these facts, we might better understand why Solomon would have a serious lack of
self-discipline. We might understand his extravagances and why he took such pains to prove to himself
and others that he was the rightful heir to David’s throne. After all, his brother Absalom had earlier tried
to steal it from David, and his other brother Adonijah twice tried to weasel his way onto the throne (1
Kings 1:1-53; 2:13-25). If we take into consideration his constant exposure to David’s polygamy, we
might even understand the ever-increasing polygamy that eventually led Solomon into apostasy.
Nevertheless, Solomon initially made the right decision in asking God for wisdom rather than
fame, fortune, or long life. God was so pleased with this request that He gave Solomon abundant wisdom,
as well as all these other blessings.
Solomon’s reign started out well. He dealt with the defiance of David’s (and his) enemies in a
manner that showed swift justice. With the help of faithful men like Nathan the prophet, Zadok the priest,
and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, he successfully rose to the throne and established his reign. Right company
is wise and builds one up.
Solomon proved his discernment and wisdom from God by making wise judgments (1 Kings
3:16-28). His fame soon spread throughout the kingdom and beyond. His writings were many, three
thousand proverbs and a thousand and five songs, and kings of other nations came to listen to his wisdom
(4:29-34). Wisdom crowns a man with glory and honor.
Solomon showed wisdom in his political/business dealings with King Hiram of Tyre, through
whom he was able to acquire much of the materials and craftsmen needed to complete the temple. He was
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tactful and diplomatic, and he knew how to put together profitable commercial deals. Solomon was a wise
planner. As a builder and commercial trader, he was unsurpassed. He incorporated forethought with a
facility for detail and delegation that left nothing to chance. As a result, he saw many projects, including
the seven-year construction of the temple and the thirteen-year construction of the palace, come to a
successful conclusion. He also amassed tremendous wealth.
Solomon’s apparent wisdom in building a strong military presence helped preserve the kingdom
in peace. He had chariot cities in various regions of the kingdom with a total of 1400 chariots and 12,000
horses (1 Kings 10:26). We find that it was not until after Solomon’s apostasy that God raised up
adversaries against him (11:14-40). Until that point, his was a reign of peace and preservation.

The Apostasy
Solomon had abundant worldly wisdom. His ability to deal with earthly matters and profit by them proves
that such wisdom does reap benefits in the near term. However, he forsook the path of spiritual wisdom
when he compromised his love and obedience towards God.
In the beginning, Solomon’s heart was attuned to the will of God. When the Lord appeared to him
at Gibeon, Solomon acknowledged the source of spiritual wisdom and the requisites:
Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant,
my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and
upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and
have given him a son to sit on the throne this very day. Now, O Lord my
God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I
am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. Your
servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too
numerous to count or number. So give your servant a discerning heart
to govern your people and to distinguish right from wrong. For who is
able to govern this great people of yours?”

When I read this passage, I see indications of a sincere reverence for God, recognition of His
sovereignty and power. Solomon also acknowledges that God’s kindness toward David was a response to
David’s faithfulness, righteousness, and uprightness (v. 6). Spiritual infidelity and wickedness are foolish
and lead to spiritual bankruptcy, but young Solomon does not show the signs of a fool. To the contrary,
he humbles himself before God and confesses his limitations. “But I am only a little child and do not
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know how to carry out my duties.” Finally, we see that Solomon submitted himself to God. Three times in
the above passage, he refers to himself as “your servant,” the servant of God. The gift of discernment and
wisdom that he requests is not to serve himself, but to serve God by being a good leader of His people.
Somewhere along the line Solomon lost this sincere devotion. It probably happened with him as it
has happened to so many of us: a little compromise here, another there, and before long we are noticeably
removed from the straight path of God’s perfect way.
It is significant that the third chapter of 1 Kings begins with the compromise. “Solomon made an
alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt and married his daughter” (v. 1a). Another compromise is found in
verse three:
Solomon showed his love for the Lord by walking according to the
statutes of his father David, except that he offered sacrifices and
burned incense on the high places.
It was a common practice for kings of this era to make peace pacts with other kingdoms through
intermarriage. It was also culturally acceptable for kings to have more than one wife plus concubines. But
these were the ways of the world and not the best that God desires. How easy it is for all of us to get
caught up in the ways of the world and lose sight of God!
The marriage to Pharaoh’s daughter marked the beginning of Solomon’s inexorable slide into
apostasy. And lest we excuse him for a “small” impropriety, which on the surface seems prudent for the
sake of peace, let me point out that Solomon acted in direct disobedience to the expressed will of God, not
in just one matter but in five direct commands of God.
Let’s look back several centuries to the time of the Exodus (before there ever existed an earthly
king over the nation of Israel) and see that God, in His foresight, already knew that there would be kings
of Israel and that they would compromise with the world’s system:
When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you and have
taken possession of it and settled in it, and you say, “Let us set a king
over us like all the nations around us,” be sure to appoint over you the
king the Lord your God chooses. He must be from among your own
brothers. Do not place a foreigner over you, one who is not a brother
Israelite. The king, moreover, must not acquire great numbers of horses
for himself or make the people return to Egypt to get more of them, for
the Lord has told you, “You are not to go back that way again.” He must
not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray. He must not
accumulate large amounts of silver and gold. When he takes the throne
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of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this law,
taken from that of the priests, who are Levites. It is to be with him, and
he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the
Lord his God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these
decrees and not consider himself better than his brothers and turn from
the law to the right or to the left. Then he and his descendents will reign
a long time over his kingdom in Israel. (Deut. 17:14-20)
Five prohibitions are given in this passage for the conduct of the future king, and every one of
them was broken by Solomon:
(1)

The king must not accumulate many horses, and his horses must not be imported from Egypt, yet

this is exactly what Solomon did (1 Kings 10:26-29). He even acted as a middleman for trade of horses
and chariots to the Hittites and Arameans.
I mentioned Solomon’s purchase of horses earlier in this chapter as being an “apparent” act of
wisdom. Appearances can be deceiving. By the world’s standards, building up a powerful military of
horses and chariots was wise because the size of his force served as a deterrent to invasions by other
nations. Spiritually, however, Solomon’s purchase of many horses and chariots was foolish. Solomon
acted in disobedience to God. He did what seemed wise, without listening to Him.
There is a danger associated with the security of the world. We can come to trust in it more than
we trust God. It was not by force of numbers or weapons that Israel was delivered from bondage in Egypt;
it was the mighty power of God that released them. And it was the hand of God that repeatedly delivered
Israel, despite overwhelming odds, from enemies of far superior numbers.
The great man of faith, George Muller, built his orphanages without asking anyone for money.
Because he relied solely upon God, God provided in miraculous ways, often at the last moment. Once,
after a large sum of money arrived at the very moment it was needed, someone asked him if it would not
have been easier to have faith in God if the money had arrived sooner. Muller wisely replied that in such a
case he would be more inclined to have had faith in the money rather than God. So it was with Solomon,
as his reign progressed, that he placed more faith in his military and in himself than he placed in God.
(2)

He must not return to Egypt. In the Scriptures, Egypt is a type representing bondage to sin. God’s

desire is to free us from the dominion and suffering of sin, that we may be free to worship Him alone. It is
detestable in His eyes when those He has set free return, of their own will, to their captive past, and so He
prohibits Israel’s kings from any flirtation with Egypt. Yet, Solomon marries Pharaoh’s daughter and
makes a pact with Pharaoh.
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We are also guilty of this transgression if we have made peace with the world and a pact with
Satan. Christians are called to be soldiers in a spiritual warfare. There can be no pact of toleration
between Christian soldiers and God’s archenemy. Every gift that Satan offers comes with shackles
attached that will eventually lead its receiver into bondage.
Solomon disobeyed God’s command to stay away from Egypt. Perhaps, seeing that Egypt’s
present dynasty was weak, he thought he could reap benefits without suffering harm. This was an illusion.
Egypt eventually grew strong again, and profitable trading with Solomon may have been part of the
reason.
As if to prove a point, God allowed Pharaoh Neco to defeat King Josiah of Judah at Carchemish
some three centuries after Solomon’s reign. Pharaoh then deposed Josiah’s successor, placed Eliakim,
whose name he changed to Jehoiakim, upon the throne, and forced Judah to pay a levy to Egypt (2 Chron.
35:20-36:4). Though Egypt’s dominion was short, it was a horrible public humiliation and the precursor
of the longer bondages to Babylon, the Medo-Persian Empire, the Grecian Empire of Alexander the
Great, the Syrians, and the Roman Empire.
(3)

The king must not take many wives (Deut. 17:17). How many is “many”? Ten, twenty, twenty-

five? Solomon had seven hundred wives and three hundred concubines. One might ask oneself, “What
kind of wisdom is that?”
In 1 Kings 11:1-13, we read the tragedy of Solomon’s apostasy made complete. True to God’s
word, Solomon, was “led astray” from his pure love for God through the impure love of pagan women.
God had warned that intermarriage with foreign women would result in the hearts of the Israelites being
turned after other gods, and such was the outcome of Solomon’s marriages, for his wives turned his heart
after the most vile demonic gods imaginable: Ashtoreth, the fertility goddess of the Sidonians, whose
orgiastic worship praised sexuality; Molech, the detestable god of the Ammonites; and Chemosh, the god
of Moab who gorged himself on infant sacrifice. How could Solomon’s devotion to God Almighty have
been so utterly corrupted?
There is a proven method of breaking a wild horse of which not many people are aware. It was
discovered that even a strong, wild, and independent-thinking horse can be broken by tying it to a donkey.
At first, the horse will buck and drag that donkey all over the place, but eventually the horse will tire, and
that donkey will lead the horse wherever it wants. Figuratively speaking, Solomon was tied to a thousand
women, and they wore down his will. We should never think that we are immune to the influence of the
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donkeys in our lives.
(4)

The king must not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold. Yet, Scripture tells us that vast

quantities of both were acquired by Solomon (1 Kings 9:28; 10:14-25, 27). We are told that gold was so
plentiful that even the goblets and household items in Solomon’s palace were all made of pure gold.
“Nothing was made of silver because silver was considered of little value in Solomon’s days” (10:21b).
This doesn’t mean, however, that Solomon didn’t import silver. “The king made silver as common in
Jerusalem as stones,” (10:27a).
It’s difficult to estimate the effect that all this wealth had upon the people of Israel, but we can
definitely see the effect it had upon Solomon, and that should serve as a warning for us. The lust for
wealth is like any other lust: insatiable and unsatisfying. Greed is merely another form of idolatry (Col.
3:5).
(5)

The king must not abandon these laws, or any laws, and allow himself to become puffed up with

pride. Solomon did not cherish God’s laws as he should have. I doubt very seriously that Solomon
followed the instructions of Deuteronomy 17:18 and 19 to keep a copy of the law with him and read it all
the days of his life. If he had done so, he would have had clear directions to guide his actions and attitude.
You will invariably find that the apostate ceases to read God’s word. The Scriptures convict of
sin, and the sinner does not want to be confronted with the truth.
We find that Solomon changed in the attitude of his heart (1 Kings 11:9-13), and this is an
ultimate indication of apostasy that goes beyond temporary disobedience.
So the Lord said to Solomon, “Since this is your attitude and you have
not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I commanded you, I will
most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of
your subordinates.” (v. 11, ital. added)
God tore the kingdom apart after Solomon’s death--the tragic end of a tragic life.
We can read the book of Ecclesiastes and see the results of Solomon’s quest for happiness
through the things of this world. The book is Solomon’s counsel that everything is meaningless without
obedience to God, without turning control of one’s life over to God. Human effort, human wisdom,
worldly possessions, and human love and fame, are all ultimately meaningless without the reverent fear of
God.
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We don’t know Solomon’s final condition. I prefer to believe that Ecclesiastes is Solomon’s
confession of failure and repentance. I prefer to believe that he returned to God in his old age, for God is
abounding in mercy and never rejects a truly repentant sinner. But it is equally plausible that Solomon
died an apostate. As we have seen earlier in this book there is a sorrow that leads to repentance and life,
and there is a sorrow that leads to death. The ending of Ecclesiastes speaks the ultimate truth:
Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God
and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God
will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing,
whether it is good or evil. (12:13-14)
Only God knows whether Solomon finally applied this truth to his own life.
There are many lessons for us in the life of Solomon, but allow me to stress this one. The writer
of 1 Kings repeatedly makes the comment that there was no one wiser than Solomon (3:28; 4:29-34; 5:12;
10:6-7, 23-24). He may have repeated this statement so often because he wanted to drive home the fact
that the wisest man in the world is a fool without God, and no amount of worldly knowledge,
discernment, and wisdom can profit a person for eternity.
Now we have seen Solomon’s lifelong quest for wisdom, and we are warned. We really don’t
want the latter life of Solomon to be reflected in our own. Rather, we want the wisdom that he possessed,
with the hope that we will do better with it than he did. We want our wisdom to go beyond the worldly
and rest entirely in Christ.
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This final chapter is devoted to those of us who are now motivated to move onward in the pursuit of
Wisdom. If we are motivated, it is because the Holy Spirit is tugging at our hearts and minds and urging
us to heed His call.

Preparedness
God knows the state of our hearts. He knows whether we are really born again of the Spirit, or
just kidding ourselves and others about our salvation. Maybe you have never accepted Jesus Christ as
your personal Lord and Savior--at least not on the basis of faith. Maybe you have been trusting in God on
your terms rather than His. If this is the case, then humble yourself and receive His gift of salvation now,
before it is too late.
Jesus told a parable concerning the kingdom of heaven. He told about ten virgins who were
waiting for the return of the bridegroom (Matt. 25:1-13). Five of these virgins were “wise” and had come
prepared with extra oil for their lamps, but the other five were “foolish” and did not bring extra oil. What
they had was insufficient. While they were out buying oil, the bridegroom arrived and led the way to the
wedding banquet, and “the door was shut”, the foolish virgins were not allowed to enter. Jesus made the
point of this story quite clear, “Therefore, keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.”
Many say to themselves, “I am not ready to become a Christian. I’ll enjoy living as I am living
until I am old. Then I will become a Christian before I die.” Like the foolish virgins, they try to wait until
the last moment to buy oil for their lamps and find themselves locked out of the wedding feast. Who
among us knows what tomorrow will bring? A heart attack could end our life in a moment, a car accident
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could usher us unexpectedly to the judgment seat. Or Christ may return for His Bride, the Church, in that
great moment of rapture. Please don’t take this lightly. This is not an attempt to force a confession of faith
through fear, but to remind us that our mortality is a very real issue and must not be ignored. There is just
too much at stake.
A story is told of three demons that were called before Satan. The Devil asked the first demon,
“What will you do to bring people to eternal damnation?”
“I will tell them that there is no God,” replied the demon.
Satan nodded without much enthusiasm. “Yes, some will come to hell if they think there is no
God, but there is so much evidence to the contrary. All of creation speaks to the existence of God, who
has put a yearning for Him in the hearts of men.” With that, he dismissed the first demon as being an
insignificant servant of evil. Then he turned to the second demon.
“You there, what will you do to bring people to hell?”
“The second demon stepped forward and said, “I will tell people that God exists, but I will also
tell them that it is not necessary to believe in Jesus as the way of salvation. I will tell them that good
deeds are enough.”
Satan nodded unenthusiastically. “Yes, yes. We’ve used that tactic since the beginning of time,
and I must admit that many people will join me in hell because they foolishly think they can buy their
way into heaven. Yet, many have slipped through my grasp when, having heard the true gospel, they
discovered the emptiness of their self-righteousness.” With that, Satan dismissed the second demon as
another minor player in his plans.
The third demon trembled as he stepped forward and Satan asked him what he would do to bring
people to eternal damnation. “I will tell them that there is a God,” said the demon, “and I will tell them
that the only way to salvation is by accepting Jesus Christ as Savior.”
All the demons present gasped in horror. Satan rose and cursed at the demon. “How dare you tell
them the truth! How will that bring people to hell?”
“I will also tell them that there is no hurry,” replied the demon.
Slowly, Satan’s angry expression changed into a sinister smile, and he bellowed forth a loud,
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wicked laugh. “Yes, you do that, loyal demon. You tell them that there is no hurry, and you will fill
Hades with the screams of their torment.”
Those who wait are foolish indeed. Fools will “wait” themselves into the grave. Prepare today
and be wise. Accept God’s gift of salvation before it is too late. You are invited to take this opportunity to
bow your head and simply ask God to save you. Confess that you are a sinner. Admit that you need a
savior and that the only Savior is Jesus Christ. Repent and give your life over to God’s Wisdom. Keep oil
in your lamps. Live each day as though the Bridegroom might return at any moment. Your life will never
be the same.

Proclamation

The Good News must be proclaimed. While the above verse does not necessarily speak about
evangelism, the truth can be applied to sharing of the gospel. The fruit of our righteousness becomes a
tree of life to those around us. Our Wisdom, Jesus Christ in us, attracts others to partake of Him. If we
win souls to Christ, it is not because we are acting wisely, per se, but because we are now characterized
by spiritual Wisdom. In His Wisdom, we have life and joy, peace and hope, qualities that are desirable to
all.
Daniel 12:3 speaks of the End Times, when those of Israel who have accepted the Messiah, and
are thus designated as “wise”, will receive their reward:
Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and
those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.
Of course, eschatological viewpoints differ. Some folks believe this verse refers to the Church as well as
redeemed Israel, and I will not argue with them too fervently. God has enough glory to make those of us
who lead others to righteousness, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether Church Age saints or Tribulation
saints, shine like stars for eternity, as we hold out the word of life (Phil. 2:15-16a).
Friends, a quest for wisdom is an exciting adventure. Wouldn’t you like to share the adventure
with others? Let’s be wise and proclaim the Wisdom of God, that others may become wise also.
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O Lord God, you are the Almighty One, worthy of praise and full of glory. You have made the
world and all that is in it according to your great wisdom. You have made men and women after
your image to populate the earth and bring you praise.
We (I) confess, O Lord, that we are an obstinate people who have not followed your ways
as we should. Often, when we ought to be listening to you and doing your will, we instead follow
our own selfish desires. Forgive us our sins, dear Father, for we plead the blood of your Son, our
Savior, shed for us. Forgive us when we commit sins in action, word, and thought. Forgive us
when we neglect to do those things that we know we ought to do. Forgive us according to your
abounding mercy, when we admit our rebellion against you and when, by ignorance, we sin
against you blindly.
We humbly ask you for wisdom, Father, that we may know your will. We ask you to
illumine the Scriptures to our understanding so that we may know you intimately. We desire to
experience the hope, inheritance, and power that are offered to us in Christ Jesus.
Give us discernment to know right from wrong, good from evil. Help us to recognize
Satan’s traps and avoid them. Give us the courage and power to live by faith, in the
righteousness that comes through Jesus.
We beseech you to fill us with your Spirit and with Wisdom so that we may honor you
and enjoy forever the joy of your fellowship.
These things we pray in the Name of Jesus Christ, and we thank you for granting our
request, as you have promised. Amen.
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